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MINUTES

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, July 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Rolland
W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27" Street, Mt. Vernon, IL.

Mayor John Lewis called the meeting to order.
Pastor Brad Henson from the Ministerial Alliance gave the Invocation.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed present: Council Member Jeff May, Council Member Donte Moore, Council Member lJim Rippy,
Council Member Mike Young, and Mayor John Lewis.

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS

The Journal for June 19, 2017 Regular City Council Meeting was presented to Council for any additions, deletions or
corrections. Council Member Donte Moore motioned to approve the journal as presented. Seconded by Council
Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE
Linda Houston spoke against the issuing of a Liquor License to Funblasters. She said that Funblasters deals with

children and children do not need to be exposed to liquor any more than they already are. She feels that a child’s life
is more important than liquor.

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member Jim Rippy
asked about the expenditures in the Quality of Life/Economic Development Account. City Manager Mary Ellen
Bechtel explained that $36,045.00 was payable to EWI Architects, Inc. for the Mt. Vernon Rec Center (former armory)
preliminary design and development. The $89,145.00 was payable to Black & Sons Construction for the rebuilding of
the walls for the Post office and the demolition of the roof at the Park Plaza Shopping Mall (former Montgomery
Ward).

Council Member Jeff May motioned to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the amount of
$921,766.29. Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

BIDS & QUOTES

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel reported on the bids received for the 28t Street/lones Street Sanitary Sewer Project.
Bechtel stated that this important project will divert the City’s west side sewer down 28" Street to Veteran’s
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Memorial Drive. This diversion will reduce the potential for sewer backups during rain events. The funding source is
the Capital Improvement Fee in the Utilities. J. K. Trotter & Sons were the low bidder at $88,954.00. The work is to
begin within 4 to 6 weeks. Veteran’s Memorial Drive will be closed for twelve (12) hours from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
one day overnight to connect the line on Veteran's. A detour will be available and area businesses will be notified.
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Council Member Donte Moore motioned to award the bid for the 28" Street/Jones Street Sanitary Sewer Project
to J. K. Trotter & Sons for $88,954.00 Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young,
and Lewis.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel reported on the bids received for the Lake Terrace Northeast Resurfacing Project.
Lake Terrace NE is the main entrance to Walgreens Distribution Center and the Rolland Lewis Industrial Park. The
funding source is the 2012 Bonds. Rooters American Maintenance Dba Rooters Asphalt was the low bidder at
$201,378.01.
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Council Member Jim Rippy motioned to award the bid for the Lake Terrace Northeast Resurfacing Project to the
low bidder, Rooters American Maintenance Dba Rooters Asphalt for $201,378.01. Seconded by Council Member
Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel reported on the bids received for Downtown Sidewalk and Curb Improvements at

the Corners of 9" and Jordan and 10% and Harrison. The estimated cost of the project is $50,000. Special Service
Area #1 will provide $20,000 and the Downtown Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District will provide $30,000. Rollie
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Excavating of Woodlawn, lllinois was the low bidder at $42,285.00.
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Council Member Donte Moore motioned to award the bid for the Downtown Sidewalk and Curb Improvements at
the Corners of 9™ and Jordan and 10" and Harrison, to the low bidder, Rollie Excavating, Woodlawn, Il for
$42,285.00. Seconded by Council Member Jeff May. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel reported on the bids received for MFT Street Maintenance Materials. This is for
road improvement materials which include oil and chip plus overlays on 11*" Street, Conger, and North 32™ Street.
These are the streets prioritized by the Public Works Department. Council Member Jeff May stated compared to
the City’s overall need, the budget is not keeping up with the repair need. May asked if there was a long-term capital
expenditure plan for road maintenance. Bechtel replied that it is included in the City’s Comprehensive Plan that
identifies the major roads, the different type of City roads, and total number of miles that the City maintains. May
stated that Council needs to develop a long-term strategy for roadway capital expenditures. Mayor John Lewis
agreed. Council Member Jim Rippy stated quality of life projects should take second place to infrastructure repair.
Council Member Mike Young stated that the City should look at doing a better job the first time when finishing a
repair. Council Member Donte Moore stated that the revenue stream is a problem. Rippy agreed that a long-term
strategy is needed, but the City only has so much money and the people are being taxed to death. The funding
source is from Motor Fuel Tax. Only one bid was received from Jax Asphalt for $214,447.93 and it was $10,000 less
than the engineer’s estimate.
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Council Member Jeff May motioned to award the bid for MFT Street Maintenance Materials to Jax Asphalt for
$214,447.93. Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

CITY MANAGER

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel presented a request for permission to apply for the Bureau of Justice Ballistic Vest
Grant. This a 50/50 grant for the purchase of thirteen vests to replace outdated ballistic vests. The value of the grant
is $10,163. The City’s match would be $5,081.50.

Council Member Jim Rippy motioned to grant permission to apply for a Bureau of Justice Ballistic Vest Grant.
Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel requested permission to negotiate a contract for a Water Modeling Study. There
are two companies that have access to the City’s Water Modeling program. They are HMG and Roundtable Design.
She is asking to negotiate with one company who has trained staff and who can complete the work in a short
timeframe at a cost not to exceed $12,000. Results expected from the study are recommendations about combining
the Opdyke and L & N Water Towers, optimization of the use of the Times Square Mall Water Tower, and an analysis
of dynamics for the Eagle Court Water Tower hydraulics. The study will show how the City’s water towers are being
used, maintained, and operated within the system. The funds will come from the Capital Investment Fee. Council
Member Donte Moore asked if the study would show future sites for other water towers. Bechtel replied that it
would be added to the request.

Council Member Jim Rippy motioned to grant permission to the City Manager to negotiate a contract for a Water
Modeling Study. Seconded by Council Member Jeff May. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel introduced Raymond P. Botch to report on the Public Utilities Committee. Botch
stated that Mayor Lewis charged the Committee to bring the City’s water and sewer system into the 21 Century
using four principles; 1) ldentify the problem, 2) How do you fix the problem, 3) How do you finance the project, and
4) Transparency. The meetings are open to the public and minutes are available in the City Clerk’s Office. He said
that if a problem is identified that affects the bottom line, the problem should be fixed as soon as possible. The Water
Modeling Study will provide key information on how to proceed with the water towers. Other items the Committee
discussed is the SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition) System and Lift Station #14. Botch feels that
updating Lift Station #14 is the City’s number one priority at a cost of $3.2 million. The Committee has received
RFQ’s (Request for Qualifications) for the water and sewer system studies from several companies. The Committee
will review the RFQ’s at their next meeting and a recommendation will be sent to the Council. The component of the
RFQ’s is the testing of quality of the City’s water and sewer lines. Botch stated that the Committee is fortunate to
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have Council Member Jeff May as a member because of his financial knowledge. Botch asked that Jonathan Younger
be appointed to the Committee due to the resignation of Jeff Wielt. Council Member Donte Moore asked for
additional background on Lift Station #14. Botch explained that it serves the west side of the community by pumping
the sewage to the Sanitary Sewer Treatment Plant. If Lift Station #14 goes down, there is no way to pump the sewage.
Mayor John Lewis asked how long the City would have to repair Lift Station #14 before problems are evident. Botch
replied that it is unknown until the problem is determined. If it goes down, there will be major issues with the
shutdown of all the hotels and restaurants. Council Member Mike Young asked if the west side outgrew Lift Station
#14 or was it just dilapidated. Botch said that it might have been able to be expanded if it was maintained, but it was
not. City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel reported that the City has sixteen (16) lift stations and seven (7) of them feed
into Lift Station #14.

City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel introduced Nicholas Lemay to give a report on the Rend Lake Conservancy District.
Lemay stated that some of the key items include a decrease in property taxes, completion of a backup line that
provides a secondary source of water to the Mt. Vernon area, and a remote monitoring system. Keith Thomason,
general manager of the Rend Lake Conservancy District, provided a history on Rend Lake and the District. The lake
construction was completed in 1970 and it is the second largest lake in lllinois consisting of 19,000 acres. The
withdraw compacity is 70 million gallons per day. Currently, a third of the compacity is used daily. The District is
composed of six townships in Jefferson County and all the townships in Franklin County. The drinking water produced
is delivered to 170,000 people in Southern lllinois. Thomason spoke on the plans for theRend Lake Conservancy
District. Council Member Jeff May asked if the District had a capital plan. Thomason replied yes and will provide the
City Manager a copy. Council Member Jim Rippy asked why after all these years of reducing taxes, that it was decided
to hold the tax rate level. Lemay explained that the State of lllinois is proposing a four-year property tax freeze and
with that possibility, the District decided to hold the current tax rate level. Rippy stated that the original goal of the
District was to keep reducing the tax until it was no longer required to have property tax. Lemay stated that he was
not aware of that goal. Rippy asked about equal representation on the Board from Jefferson County and Franklin
County. He said that he was appalled to learn that the person blocking equal representation was hired as a consultant
for the District. Lemay and Thomason said that they were not aware of anyone blocking equal representation.

CITY ATTORNEY

Corporation Counsel Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending
Article 6, Section 6.9 relating to the Number of Liquor Licenses by Creating a Restaurant License for Funblasters. City
Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel stated that the request would create a Restaurant Beer and Wine only license for
Funblasters. Council Member Jim Rippy stated that he is concerned about the government jumping into people’s
business. He feels that if someone is opposed to liquor being served at Funblasters, they should not go, which may
cause it to go out of business. No motion was heard.

Corporation Counsel Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Approving a Tax Increment
Financing Redevelopment Agreement with Guero’s Mexican Restaurant. City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel explained
that Guero’s is a new downtown restaurant in the Downtown TIF District. The funds would make various plumbing
improvements identified by the State Plumbing Inspector. The TIF Board recommended to the City Council to approve
100% of Guerd’s request for $9,750. Council Member Jeff May asked for the available funds in the Downtown TIF
District. Bechtel replied about $120,000 over and above the obligations.

Council Member Donte Moore motioned to approve Ordinance #2017-29, an Ordinance Approving a Tax Increment
Financing Redevelopment Agreement with Guero’s Mexican Restaurant. Seconded by Council Member Jim Rippy.
Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

Corporation Counsel Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a first reading of an Ordinance Prohibiting
Parking of Motor Vehicles on Harlan Road. City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel explained that “No Parking Signs” have
been installed for a long time and they have been disregarded by significant numbers of the motoring public. This
Ordinance establishes that parking on Harlan Road and adjacent to Harlan Road creates a traffic hazard, obstructs
the normal movement of traffic and the movement of emergency vehicle, and creates conditions injurious to health,
safety, and welfare of the public. A violation of the prohibition against Harlan Road or adjacent to Harlan Road shall
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be subject to issuance of a citation and imposition of a fine for prohibited parking, and shall subject the motor vehicle
to towing without notice. The area includes all of Harlan Road, not just the area by Lincoln Park. Mayor John Lewis
stated that because of transparency, this proposed Ordinance was placed on the City’s website for public viewing.
Council Member Mike Young stated that after the resurfacing of the parking lots, there will be more than adequate
parking with 317 parking spaces. Council Member Donte Moore agreed that this is a step in the right direction. First
Reading was held.

Corporation Counsel Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Application for the
lllinois Community Development Block Grant Program Grant. City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel stated that this
application was discussed at the earlier Public Hearing. The City commits funds from the City’s Utilities Capital
Improvement Fund and Force Labor from the City’s Engineering Department for use in conjunction with an lllinois
Community Development grant (funds are from the Mt. Vernon Revolving Loan Fund). Such funds to equal 15.44%
of the estimated cost of $1,896,701 or $292,889.

Council Member Donte Moore motioned to approve the Resolution Approving Application for the lllinois
Community Development Block Grant Program Grant. Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May,
Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

Corporation Counsel Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving an Agreement with
Rhutasel and Associates, Inc. for Engineering Service on the North and South 44% Street Roadway Reconstruction.
City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel explained that this is an extension of a current contract with Rhutasel and Associates,
Inc. to change the contract to provide curbs, gutters, and concrete. The project will improve 44t Street from the
Grill Restaurant to the former winery. This change increases the cost of the project from $665,000 to $2.1 million.

Bechtel explained how this project affects the balance of the 2012 Bond Funds. Some proposed projects that still
require Council’s approval include the Armory development, demolition of the Park Plaza Mall, and new tennis courts.
Bechtel reported that the State of lllinois regraded the Park grant application with only tennis courts included and
the application did not rate high enough to be awarded a grant. Council Member Donte Moore asked about the
timeline to spend the bond money. Bechtel replied that the funds need to be spent by the end of the year. Council
Member Jeff May asked if the funds are not spent what happens to the funds. Bechtel replied that the funds will be
placed in escrow until the call date of the bond and then it would be applied against the debt. Moore stated that the
Council promised new tennis courts, but $660,000 has already been spent on the Armory development. He feels if
the Armory project is not completed, then the $660,000 is gone. Bechtel stated that the money was spent for new
windows and roof at the Armory. Moore suggested holding a Workshop Meeting to have a discussion on how to
spend the balance of the funds in the 2012 Bond Fund. Mayor Lewis feels that the North and South 44 Street
Roadway Reconstruction project is definitely needed and the improvements will bring in more industry. Council
Member Mike Young agreed that the 44t Street needs improved, because an asphalt overlay would not support the
construction vehicles. Mayor Lewis announced that Mt. Vernon High School Board and Rend Lake College are talking
about cooperating with theCity to construct six new tennis courts. Council Member Jeff May agreed that 44" Street
is in terrible shape and feels that the City should approve the Agreement for Engineering Services. May feels that the
issue on how to spend the balance of the 2012 Bond Fund needs to be resolved soon.

Council Member Jeff May motioned to approve the Resolution Approving an Agreement with Rhutasel and
Associates, Inc. for Engineering Service on the North and South 44 Street Roadway Reconstruction. Seconded by
Council Member Jim Rippy. Yeas: May, Moore, Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

MAYOR

Mayor John Lewis publicly apologized to some members of the City Council and the City Manager. Lewis stated that
he posted seme issues on Facebook before informing the City Council and City Manager.

Mayor John Lewis reported on the June statistics from the Fire and Police Departments. The Fire Department
respanded to 258 alarms and the Police Department responded to 1,841 total events.
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Regular City Council Meeting
Menday, July 3, 2017

CITY COUNCIL

Council Member Jim Rippy reported that he, Council Member Mike Young, and City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel met
with representatives of Milano Rail and the L & N Railroad regarding the opening of the 7 Street crossing. To date,
Rippy stated that no one has said that they want 7' Street closed at the crossing. They discussed the possibilities on
how to open the crossing and the necessary upgrades. After the representatives gather more information, they will
meet again. The goal is to reopen 7™ Street.

Council Member Mike Young reported that east-west stop signs on Harlan Road are missing at Lincoln Park. City
Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel stated that there were never stop signs at that location. Young stated that two residents
brought this to his attention. Bechtel will look into the matter.

Council Member Mike Young asked why the City is not spraying for mosquitoes. Bechtel said that the Public Works
Department has been spraying for a while and will provide a schedule to the Council.

Council Member Mike Young asked if Perkins Avenue was still on schedule to open in July. Bechtel replied yes,
however the contractors did find some very soft mud. She does not feel that will delay the project.

Council Member Jim Rippy asked what the reason is for the gravel pile near the entrance of Fox Creek. Bechtel will
find out and advise the Council.

Council Member Donte Moore complimented Jonathan Younger and the Public Utilities crew on their long hours to
keep the City’'s system going.

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE

No comments were heard.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

No Executive Session was held.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Jeff May motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Council Member Mike Young. Yeas: May, Moore,
Rippy, Young, and Lewis.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jo Pemberton
City Clerk
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