
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 22, 2013 
MINUTES 

 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by Jeff Fernburg, Clergy from the Good Samaritan Regional Health Center. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary 
Jane Chesley.  Council Member David Wood was absent. 
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the January 7, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting and the January 14, 2013 City Council 
Workshop Meeting were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections. Council 
Member Piper made a motion to approve the Journals as presented. Seconded by Council Member 
Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Council Member Wood was absent.  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
Approval of Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for Approval. Council 
Member McEnaney asked City Manager Ron Neibert for an update on the following:  Item #5 Baxmeyer 
Construction Inc. - $261,856.33 — Veterans West and Davidson South sewer extension.  Neibert reported 
that the line is in place, and they are finalizing the lift station.  It is anticipated to be completed in 60-90 
days.  Items #7 Continental Tire the Americas - $11,029.50 and #10 Guinzy Construction - $158,499.07 — 
Continental Tire Rail Spur.  This project should be completed in mid-March.  Items #17 Lipps Construction 
Company - $2,717.00 and #30 – Southern Illinois Door Company - $7,977.00 — Purchase of door and 
Installation of overhead door at Fire Station 4.  This improvement is contained in the City’s budget and is 
completed.  Item #23 Physio Control - $51,511.50 — Welch Allyn LifePak cardiac monitors for Fire 
Department.  These are replacement monitors for use by EMS.  Item #28 Shores Builders - $335,144.92 
— pay application #2 for new Aquatics Zoo.  Parks and Recreation Director George Bryant commented 
the facility is still on target to open July 4, 2013; however, Shores Builders is reevaluating the timetable 
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previously established because of recent inclement weather.  Bryant reported that all three pools have 
been dug and piping with rock is in place.  Item #34 Underwriters Labs - $3,553.00 — Ariel units annual 
inspection.  Neibert reported this is an annual inspection, and the Unit passed inspection.  Council 
Member Piper inquired about Item #24 Postmaster - $6,000.00 — Postage for water bills.  Neibert 
indicated that the new format for the water bills has gone smoothly and no problems have been 
reported.  Council Member Lash inquired about Item #13 Illinois State Police Academy - $2,882.00 — 
Training fees for new police recruits Lemons and Greenwood. Police Chief Chris Mendenall reported that 
the recruits have completed the Academy and are on the street completing field training.  The City will be 
reimbursed three quarters of the $2,882.00 tuition fees from the State through a grant program.  Item 
#18 Midwest Meter - $2,308.84 — Water meters and gaskets for Public Utilities.  Neibert explained that 
annually the Public Utilities Department budgets for replacement meters to keep in inventory in case of 
malfunctioning meters.  Lash questioned Police Chief Mendenall about the special check written in the 
amount of $2,000.00 to replenish the drug purchase fund.  Chief stated this fund is used by his 
department for undercover work.  Council Member McEnaney inquired about Item #19 Moniger 
Excavating - $60,821.64 — South 34th Street road construction.  Neibert reported that the City has not 
been notified that Moniger is ready to resume construction.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts 
Payable in the amount of $1,624,421.68.  Seconded by Council Member Wood.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper and Chesley.  Council Member Wood was absent.  
 

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

City Manager Neibert reported that the City received eight bids for sidewalks along Holiday Inn frontage 
on the east side of Potomac Blvd.  The bids were reviewed and the lowest responsible bidder, KRB 
Excavating, of Trenton, Illinois, in the amount of $45,461.00, was recommended by Neibert.  The City has 
not done business with this company in the past; however, Neibert advised that upon inquiry he received 
no information that would disqualify the company.   
 

 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to accept the low bid from KRB Excavating, of Trenton, Illinois, in 
the amount of $45,461.00.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
and Chesley.  Wood was absent. 
 
City Manager Neibert reported that the City received eight bids for miscellaneous repair of sidewalks in 
various locations.  The bids were reviewed and the lowest responsible bidder, Rollie Excavating and 
Concrete Finishing, of Woodlawn, Illinois, in the amount of $212,025.76 was recommended by Neibert.  
Council Member Piper suggested that Neibert give the media a copy of the sidewalk repair list that was 
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created last August by the City Council.  He also noted that this miscellaneous sidewalk repair plan 
originated from the City’s Comprehensive Plan.   
 

 
 

Council Member Lash made a motion to accept the low bid from Rollie Excavating and Concrete 
Finishing, of Woodlawn, Illinois, in the amount of $212,025.76.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  
Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Wood was absent.   
 

City Manager Neibert reported that the City received 11 bids for the South 34th Street Sewer Extension project 
that will run from Veterans south to Harlan Road.  This road is necessary in order to support the new Aquatic 
Zoo and also future development in the area.  Bids were reviewed and TEK Construction, Inc., of Bartelso, 
Illinois, is the low bidder with a base bid of $49,969.00. Both Neibert and HMG Engineers are unfamiliar 
with the work of this contractor.  TEK Construction, Inc. has completed both sanitary and water system 
construction for Salem, and is currently performing work at Salem’s water treatment facility.  Salem’s Director 
of Public Works indicated they have a successful history with TEK Construction, and find them to be 
responsible and fair with a high quality of workmanship.  Following verification of the recent municipal work 
completed, Neibert recommended the contract be awarded to TEK Construction, Inc. for the base bid total of 
$49,969.00.  HMG estimated the project to cost $102,285.00 so this bid is substantially lower than the amount 
budgeted for the project. 
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Council Member Lash made a motion to accept the low bid from TEK Construction, Inc., of Bartelso, 
Illinois, in the amount of $49,969.00.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper and Chesley.  Wood was absent.   
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager Neibert presented to Council for their Consideration of the Preliminary and Final Plat for 
Michel’s 1st Subdivision.  He noted that this is a small parcel of property just north of the City located at 
13749 N. Tolle Lane.  It falls within the City’s subdivision jurisdiction.  Matt Trotter of Round Table Design 
Inc. appeared on behalf of Christopher and Pamela Michel.  The Michel’s are preparing to sell the farm 
property.  The potential buyer does not want the house sitting on the property.  The Zoning and Planning 
Commission unanimously approved the subdivision with no objectors present.  City Manager Neibert 
recommended that the Council approve the subdivision.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consideration of the Preliminary and Final Plat 
for Michel’s 1st Subdivision.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper 
and Chesley.  Wood was absent. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading on Ordinance Declaring 
Certain City Owned Property as Surplus.  City Attorney Howard noted that the City Manager requested 
that the ordinance remain a first reading so that additional surplus property may be added to the sale.  
The list of auction items will be available in the City’s Clerk’s office.  The auction will be held on Saturday, 
February 9, 2013 at the I64 Auction House in Woodlawn, Illinois, at 9:00 a.m.  Council inquired as to why 
there are so many bicycles on the list of surplus property.  Chief Mendenall noted that if they are stolen 
the owner must have the proper serial number in order to claim the bicycle.  Sometimes the appearance 
of the bicycle is changed or they are abandoned and taken to the Police Department.   
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Council Member Piper inquired about surplus folding chairs that are in storage at the Horace Mann 
School.  Nathan McKenna, Projects Manager, is aware of the chairs and will make sure they are included 
in the sale.  First Reading Only.   
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Establishing a “Parks and 
Recreation Department Scholarship Program”.  Director of the Parks and Recreation Department George 
Bryant appeared along with Leo the Lion, the Mt. Vernon Aquatic Zoo’s mascot.  Leo previously worked 
as a water fountain at the park before he was refurbished.  According to Bryant, this scholarship program 
is an opportunity for the community to contribute toward the funding of recreational programs.  The 
intent of the scholarship program is to offer assistance to youth who wish to participate in recreational 
activities but may not have the financial means to partake.  The swimming lesson program will be the 
only scholarship available in the initial stages of the program.  Other programs may be considered in the 
future as funds develop and needs are expressed by the community.   
 
Bryant requested that the fund be started using contributions the Department received from a memorial 
fund that is associated with the community’s loss of Bill Elzy.  Mayor Chesley read aloud a letter signed by 
Ken Elzy, nephew, and the Elzy family, commending Bryant for his hard work and dedication to the City 
parks.  Recipients of the swim lesson scholarship will be asked to contribute $5.00 towards the swim 
lesson fee so they are vested in the scholarship.  Bryant pledged to meet a goal that every child in the 
City of Mt. Vernon has the opportunity to learn to swim.  Scholarship recipients must be 17 years of age 
or younger.  Bryant is challenging local civic, fraternal and service organizations to sponsor scholarships.  
In addition, he suggested the possibility of a family sponsoring a scholarship recipient.  Tax deductible 
contributions may be sent to the City of Mt. Vernon and a special fund will be established for the 
program.   
 
Council Member Piper noted that the scholarship program is a part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and 
Council appreciates Bryant’s efforts in following through with the task.   
 
Council Member McEnaney commended Bryant for his challenge to the community for every child to 
have the opportunity to learn to swim and become swimmers.   
 
Council Member Lash also commended Bryant for his efforts because there are many children who don’t 
have the opportunity to participate or even think about participating in swim lessons and now they have 
an opportunity. 
 
Council Member Piper asked the community to take ownership of the City Parks because they belong to 
the community.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Resolution Establishing a Parks and Recreation 
Department Scholarship Program.  Council Member Lash seconded the motion.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper and Chesley.  Wood was absent.   
 
Mayor Chesley accepted a check from the Elzy Family to start the scholarship program.  Leo the Lion was 
included in a photo of the Mayor and Bryant.   
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving an Agreement with 
Zanola Company, LLC regarding Phase One of the Housing Marketing/Growth Program.  City Manager 
Neibert explained that several months ago the City hired the Zanola Company to identify and study the 
housing market in the City of Mt. Vernon.  The 2010 census for the City of Mt. Vernon reflected that the 
City lost almost 1,000 in population.  The Zanola Study indicated the need for 350 to 750 new houses of 
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varying price ranges to support the economic growth occurring in Mt. Vernon.  Phase One will establish 
program foundations for marketing, communications, and processes; activate new homes marketing and 
professional outreach; and deliver measurable and successful results.  The Council attended a City 
Council Workshop Meeting last week in which Joe Zanola presented his plan for the 2013 launch of the 
City’s housing program.  After discussion Council gave Mr. Zanola direction on drafting an Agreement.   
 
Council Member Piper noted that he is very excited about streamlining the process of building homes and 
housing investments in Mt. Vernon.   He commented that the lack of affordable housing was identified in 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan and this meets that challenge head-on.   
 
Council Member Lash indicated his approval of the preliminary schedule or timeline included in the 
housing growth agreement.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adopt the Resolution Approving the Agreement with the 
Zanola Company, LLC regarding Phase One Housing Marketing/Growth Program.   Seconded by Council 
Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Wood was absent.   

 
MAYOR 

 
The 25th Annual Midwestern Herb & Garden show will be held at Times Square Mall on February 7, 8, & 9.  
Admission is free.   
 
Mayor Chesley was the featured speaker at the Chamber of Commerce Annual State of the City luncheon. 
She delivered a PowerPoint presentation featuring projects and activities in the city during the last year.  
She noted that five years ago there was no new interchange on I57, there was very little new 
construction or new retail development, there was very little renovation or reinvestment of businesses in 
the community.  Five years ago there weren’t two spectacular, state of the art medical facilities in the 
City.  This Council has worked very, very hard to see that new jobs come to Mt. Vernon and over 1,000 
new jobs have been established.  In today’s economy that is an amazing thing to acknowledge.  Mt. 
Vernon is known statewide as a progressive city.  Mayor Chesley acknowledged that the unemployment 
rate is down and the City’s building permits issued have increased in number and value.  The Mayor 
thanked the Council and the City’s department directors for their hard work.  The PowerPoint 
presentation will be available for viewing on the City’s website, www.mtvernon.com.   
 
Council Member McEnaney thanked the Mayor for creating the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Council Member Piper was unable to attend the luncheon but shared with the Council that during the 
State of the City speech individuals were texting Piper from the State of the City luncheon stating they 
are so proud to be from a dynamic and progressive community such as Mt. Vernon.   

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Council Member Piper announced the latest festival in Mt. Vernon will be the Max Hoopster 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament scheduled for June 7, 8 and 9, 2013.  Max Hooper, a basketball legend in the area, 
lent his name to the event.  The goal is to have 300 3 on 3 teams to participate in the tourney.  The 
Festival Committee will host their first meeting on Thursday, January 24, at 5:30 p.m. at the Rolland W. 
Lewis Community Building.  Volunteers are encouraged to attend this important meeting.  A portion of 
the proceeds from the event will be donated to the United Way.  For more information you may call the 
Tourism Department at 242-3151.  
  

http://www.mtvernon.com/
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VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Calvin Murphy reminded the Council that the Chamber of Commerce Home Show will be held at the 
Airport in the new hangar on February 9 & 10, 2013.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
City Manager Neibert requested that the Council go into executive session for the purpose of discussing 
the acquisition of real estate.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing the 
acquisition of real estate.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and 
Chesley.  Wood was absent.  The time is 7:51 p.m.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council Member Lash made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash 
McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Wood was absent.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


