
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Monday, April 21, 2014 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, April 21, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th

 Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 

 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Jeff Fernberg of Good Samaritan Regional Health Center. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.  
Council Member David Wood was absent.     
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the March 24, 2014 City Council Workshop Meeting, the March 31, 2014 City Council Workshop Meeting 
and the April 7, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections. 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve the Journals as presented.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas: 
Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  Wood. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member McEnaney 
asked City Finance Director Merle Hollmann (City Manager Ron Neibert was absent) to clarify the following items:  Item 
#10 Floyd Brookman - $2,500.00 – web design for the Tourism Department.  Mr. Brookman will perform some 
redesigning of the City’s website.  Council asked to see the design before it is launched.  Item #11 Found Design - 
$9,455.75 – strategy and wayfinding analysis.  This is the next to the last payment for the wayfinding sign project, 
including bid specifications.  Item #32 Walker Communications - $3,820.20 – reprogram radio bases and vehicles.  This 
represents a repeater system upgrade to amplify the Fire Department’s radio signal.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the amount of 
$955,356.57.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  Wood. 
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BIDS & QUOTES 

 
City Projects Manager Nathan McKenna presented for Council’s consideration four bid results for the fabrication and 
installation of the City of Mt. Vernon, IL Wayfinding and Signage Program, as follows.  The City’s Branding and Leadership 
Team (BLT) worked for several months with Found Design, Inc. to design the signage.  BLT’s recommended adding two 
gateway signs from Alternate 1 to the base bid.       
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McKenna recommended the lowest bidder, Geograph Industries, Inc. with the base bid of $350,082.50.  Sign Star of 
Tampa, Florida, submitted the lowest base bid, however their bid was incomplete and could not be accepted.  The BLT 
suggested adding two gateway signs from Alternate 1 to the base bid.  This would make the total contract price 
$368,284.50.  This agenda item was tabled so that more detail on the locations of the signs may be reviewed by Mayor 
and Council.   
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

Brad Ruble, City Engineer, presented for Council’s consideration a request for permission to seek bids for the demolition 
of 13 dangerous and dilapidated structures as follows: 
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An asbestos inspection will have to be performed before any demolition may occur.  These properties are beyond 
rehabilitation.  The total cost of demolition will be approximately $100,000.00.  Mayor requested that the City staff draft 
a plan to get these vacant properties turned into privately owned property and not owned by the City. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the request for permission to seek bids for the demolition of 13 
dangerous and dilapidated structures.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  
Absent:  Wood. 
  

CITY ATTORNEY 
 

City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading on an Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of 
Municipal Real Property.  FIRST READING ONLY.   
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving the Agreement with the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources for the Acceptance of the OSLAD Grant for Development of Land at Lincoln Park in the 
amount of $400,000.00.  Park Director George Bryant appeared to inform the Council of the plans for development of 
eight acres south of the Aquatic Center.  A conceptual plan was displayed.  The Park will include a walking trail, eight 
tennis courts (lighted), detention area for water run-off, interpretive signage, softball field (not lighted at this time), 
bleachers, small restroom and picnic shelter.   Total cost of the project is $1,618,000.00.   
 
Mayor Chesley requested that Bryant again organize a walking tour through the ten City parks for the Council and media.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving the Agreement with the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources for the Acceptance of the OSLAD Grant for Development of Land at Lincoln Park.  
Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  Wood.   
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MAYOR 

 
Mayor Chesley presented the following Proclamations: 
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The 7
th

 Annual Mt. Vernon Parks and Recreation Arbor Day Celebration will be held at Veterans Park on Saturday, April 
26, 2014 from 10 am to 1 pm.   
 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration the Re-Appointment of Joe Bob Pierce to the Airport Authority 
Commission.    
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Re-Appointment of Joe Bob Pierce to the Airport Authority 
Commission.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  Wood.   

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Mt. Vernon Festivals, Inc. and People National Bank will host Market Days at the old Armory Saturday, May 3, from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.   For more information go to Facebook at Mt Vernon Public Market.  Please contact Bonnie Jerdon or Rachel 
Hunsell at the Tourism Department at 242-3151 to volunteer.   
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

No comments were heard.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, 
McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  Wood 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


