
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING 

Monday, April 29, 2013 
MINUTES 

 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Public Hearing on Monday, April 29, 2013, at 3:00 p.m. at City Hall, 
1100 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the City Council Public Hearing of Monday, April 29, 2013 to order. The 
purpose of the hearing was to present and discuss the Annual Budget for 2013-2014 for the City of Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois.  City Manager Ron Neibert referred to Page 1 of the budget.  The Council is proposing a 
total budget in the amount of $45,954,312 which is larger than last year’s budget.  Finance Director 
Merle Hollmann noted that the proposed Capital Projects Fund balance is $19,960,000.  The general 
corporate fund budgetary highlights include a proposed ending working fund balance as of April 30, 
2014 of $3,124,187 which is still $1.75 million higher than the City’s minimum.  A deficit in the General 
Corporate Operating Fund in the amount of $611,135 is proposed.  In 2010, the City issued 20-year, 
$9,085,000 general obligation bonds, and in October 2012, the City issued $36,000,000 in general 
obligation bonds of which 35% is allocated for capital infrastructure projects.  A projected working fund 
balance at April 30, 2014 of $11,569,863 is expected. 
 

 
 
The working fund balance of all the Special Revenue Funds, including TIF (Tax Increment Financing) 
funds listed on Page 2 as of April 30, 2014 is projected to be $9,166,955.  The Revolving Loan Fund and 
the Quality of Life/Economic Development Fund make up $8,846,238 of this total.  
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 The City has three ”Proprietary” funds whose operating expenses are intended to be funded by their 
operating revenues including Sanitation, Health Insurance and Public Utilities Operating & Capital funds.  
The Sanitation working fund balance at April 30, 2014 is projected to be $38,828, and is operating as 
intended — cash in/cash out.  The City’s self-insured health insurance fund remains healthy.  The City is 
proposing a 3.0% increase in the water and sewer rates for operations effective May 1, 2013.   
            

 
 

Public Hearing of April 29, 2013 concluded at 3:10 p.m. 
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City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Workshop Meeting 

Monday, April 29, 2013 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a City Council Workshop Meeting on Monday, April 29, 2013 at 3:11 
p.m. at the City Hall, 1100 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present:  Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.   
 

First Reading on Ordinance Regarding Water and Sewer Rates 
 

City Manager Ron Neibert presented for Council’s consideration first reading on Ordinance regarding a 
3% increase of water and sewer rates effective May 1, 2013.  The proposed increase will cover the 
operating deficit due to increases in the operations of the Department and will also bring the working 
fund balance at the end of the fiscal year in line with the City’s fiscal policy.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to suspend the rules to vote on the passage of this 
Ordinance.   Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2013-7 regarding water and 
sewer rates as presented.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood 
and Chesley.   
 

First Reading on Ordinance Approving the 2014/2014 Budget 
 

City Manager Ron Neibert presented for Council’s consideration first reading on Ordinance Approving 
the 2013-2014 Budget.  Council Member Piper inquired about the TIF fund balance.  Neibert reported 
about $45,000 is unobligated at this time.  He anticipates the balance to increase after the assessments 
are completed.  The TIF Board will meet in July or August.  He encouraged citizens interested in a TIF 
project to contact his office to begin the inducement agreement process.   
 
Council Member Piper requested that the Council schedule a workshop in order to review the various 
capital projects commenced by the City.  City Manager Neibert advised that if there are significant 
changes to the reports presented in early April, he will forward the updates to the Council.  Mayor 
Chesley remarked that a capital projects report will be printed on the back of the City’s water bills, 
including transportation, sidewalks/trails, and water/sewer.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to suspend the rules to vote on the passage of this Ordinance.  
Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Council 
Member Lash made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2013-8 approving the 2013-2014 budget.  
Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Council Member Piper made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 
acquisition and sale of real estate.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper, Wood and Chesley.  The time is 3:11 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Council Member Piper to adjourn the City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Council Member 
Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.  Council Member Wood left during the Executive 
Session at 4:08 p.m.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


