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    CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 5:15 p.m. at City Hall, 1100 
Main Street, old Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.     
  
Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley. 
Also present: Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann, Assistant City Manager 
Nathan McKenna and City Clerk Secretary Lindsay Burris. Absent: Council Member Todd Piper.  
 

 FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 BUDGET 
 
Finance Director Merle Hollmann went over the General Corporate Fund Annual Operating Budget Summary and the 
Public Utilities Operating & Capital Funds Annual Budget Summary handouts with Council.  
 
Council Member Piper entered the meeting at 5:18pm. 
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Hollmann went over the General Corporate Fund-1% State Sales Tax and the 1% Home Rule Tax handouts with Council. 
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    CURRENT PROJECTS REVIEW 

 
Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel went over the Quality of Life, Capital Projects and Public Utilities Fund 
spreadsheets with Council. 
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Mayor Chesley presented a letter to Council from City Engineer, Brad Ruble, regarding the sidewalks along Airport 
Road and Marteeny Road. The city received a Safe Routes to School grant. Illinois Department of Transportation did 
not allow for drainage improvements to be made with the project and also capped the project at $200 thousand. The 
City submitted a project that was $196,718.64 and 80% of that cost would be the city’s to incur. The city would like to 
enclose the ditch on the west side of Marteeny with storm sewer and create a raised sidewalk. This would increase 
the cost to the City by approximately $160 thousand. Council discussed, no decision was made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   FAIRFIELD ROAD FAU (FEDERAL AID ROUTE) FUNDS AVAILABLE 

 
Interim City Manager Bechtel presented a letter to Council from City Engineer, Brad Ruble, regarding the resurfacing 
of Old Fairfield Road from Route 15 to Stinson Road. Illinois Department of Transportation accepted the project for 
their FY 2016 construction program. The project totaled $889,830.40 of which the city would have to include 
$201,966.08 if they chose to accept the project. Council discussed, no decision was made. 
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         DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AND TAX INCREMENT FINANCE DISTRICTS 

 
Interim City Manager Bechtel went over the Working Fund Balance spreadsheet with Council. Tax Increment 
Financing Chairman, Paul Lynch, came to the table. Mr. Lynch noted that the TIF Advisory Board was aware that the 
TIF money was running out and with the advice of the City Manager, expressed the need to be keep an eye on the 
available funds.  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
       
WEST SIDE IPCA-PUD (INDUSTRIAL PARK CONSERVATION AREA-PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT ZONING DISTRICT) 
 
Interim City Manager Bechtel provided Council with background information on the Industrial Park and asked them 
to take time to review the Commercial Design Handbook to make sure they were all on the same page as far as how 
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they saw development on the west side of exit 95. United Rentals, Inc., located at 912 S 10th Street in Mt. Vernon, IL 
was interested in locating within the Industrial Park area at 11650 N Wells Bypass. They attended the Planning and 
Zoning meeting for a conditional use, but the type of business they operate required outside storage which was a 
gray area in the handbook.  
 
Aaron Edmonson, representative of United Rentals, Inc. came to the table. He stated their current location on South 
10th Street (old Opal’s Restaurant) was not at all suitable for what they do. They had no shop and the equipment 
area was too small. They were in and out of a busy street with a fence that goes right out to the sidewalk which was 
dangerous and caused traffic backups with trucks coming in and out. He mentioned they were still negotiating the 
land lease with the current owner for the property at 11650 N Wells Bypass. Their plans were to renovate the 
existing two buildings at the old raceway, put up a sign and fencing. Council discussed, no decision was made.  
 

SOUTH 10TH STREET REDEVELOPMENT (RE: TOWNHOME AREA) 
 
The City Council discussed development of the property where the townhomes were being demolished. The City had 
received commercial and some industrial storage and warehousing inquiries regarding the property. A map and an 
aerial view of the property were presented to Council for review. No decisions were made by Council. McKenna 
would be identifying for Council the city owned properties.  
 

      CITY HALL WEST ENTRY 
 
McKenna informed Council of the heating and air conditioning issues at City Hall. The new design for improvement 
of those issues consisted of a new entryway with north and a south doors. However, the bids came in over-budget 
and the project was shelved. There were still funds left in the City Hall improvement budget. They could either look 
to do something with the entryway or fix issues with the basement. The basement had water issues, black mold, a 
musty smell and was a health risk to employees and customers which would have to be addressed. McKenna would 
be getting some numbers and additional information regarding the basement repairs.    
 
The next workshop meeting for review of the Comprehensive Plan would take place on Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 
5:00pm. 
 

   MAYOR 
No business to discuss.  

 
               CITY COUNCIL 

No business to discuss. 
 

          EXECUTIVE SESSION 
No executive session. 

 
            ADJOURNEMENT 

 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Moore. Yeas:  
May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
         
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 

      City Clerk 


