
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Monday, June 2, 2014 
7:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, June 2, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by Pastor Kent Jackson. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
ROLL CALL 

 

Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and Mayor 
Mary Jane Chesley.   

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the April 22, 2014 City Council Workshop Meeting, the April 28, 2014 Public Hearing and Special 
City Council Meeting and the May 19, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting were presented to Council for any 
additions, deletions or corrections. Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Journals as 
presented.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member 
McEnaney asked City Manager, Ron Neibert, for clarification on the following items: Item #3 Contract 
Furnishings - $20,100.00 – Neptune chaise lounge chairs for Aquatic Zoo. The chairs were at the facility and 
being used with great joy, replied Neibert. There were a couple of minor wrinkles overall which were worked 
through and the Aquatic Zoo saw a peak attendance one Saturday of over 800 people. Item #8 Kenneth Hails - 
$12,340.00 – Demolition of various homes. This was for eight homes and all the cleanup work had been 
completed. Item #10 Round Table Design - $74,550.00 – Broadway and Main Street water main replacement 
design. This project was still in the design phase, but close to going out for bid. McEnaney asked for elaboration 
on the special check written to Wes Rogers Tire and Auto, Inc. in the amount of $60,000.00 for revolving loan. 
The loan was closed on last Friday, Rogers had their proceeds and were set to open June 9, 2014. 
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Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the 
amount of $623,487.61. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and 
Chesley.  
 

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

Mayor Chesley presented the Bid Results for Three 20 x 20 White with Logo Event Tents for Tourism 
Department. One bid was received from Armbruster Manufacturing Company in the amount of $10,722.00. 
 

Tourism Department Director, Bonnie Jerdon, reported the first event the tents would be used for upon 
approval from Council would be the new Healthy Living Festival at the Armory, July 18, 2014.  The City would be 
partnering with several healthcare facilities and would be an outdoor/fun event for all ages. Jerdon stated that 
Tourism, in the past, had been renting tents and purchasing would save them money.  The bid came in under 
budget.   
 

Council Member Piper made a motion to accept the bid from Armbruster Manufacturing Company for the 20 
x 20 White with Logo Event Tents for Tourism Department in the amount of $10,722.00. Seconded by Council 
Member McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 

Mayor Chesley presented the Bid Results to Update Municipal Building West Sign with New Logo, Graphics and 
Electronic Message Center. One bid was received from T. Ham Sign, Inc. in the amount of $19,519.40.  
 

Bonnie Jerdon stated that the sign was a 4x8, full color, LED display. The sign would be located in the same 
location that it was in now and used to publicize events and welcome new businesses, etc. The bid came in 
under budget. 
 

Council Member Lash made a motion to accept the bid from T. Ham Sign, Inc. to Update Municipal Building 
West Sign with New Logo, Graphics and Electronics Message Center in the amount of $19,519.40. Seconded 
by Council Member McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
 

Mayor Chesley presented the Bid Results for six new Police Squad Cars. The results are as follows:  
 
Thomas Dodge – Dodge Charger $23,447.00/car.  
King City Chrysler – Dodge Charger $25,729/car 
 
City Manager Neibert noted that the Police Department bid out several styles of vehicles; Dodge Chargers, Ford 
Taurus’s, Chevy Caprices. After examining the vehicles and checking them against the specifications, two bids 
met those specifications. The Dodge Charger was the low bid. Neibert recommended accepting the low bid from 
Thomas Dodge in the amount of $23,447.00/car or $140,682.00 total.  
 

Council Member McEnaney made a motion to accept the bid from Thomas Dodge for the six Dodge Chargers 
in the amount of $23,447.00/car. Seconded by Council Member Wood. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood 
and Chesley.  
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

On behalf of himself, council, staff and everyone in Mt. Vernon he wished the Mayor a Happy Birthday.  
 
Capital Projects Manager, Nathan McKenna, presented the City’s monthly Programmatic Report: 
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Mayor Chesley suggested that McKenna creatively advertise the surplus properties in order to attract buyers 
to those properties. Wood mentioned putting the locations in google maps or map quest so anyone could see 
where those locations were in relation to other areas. Council Member Lash asked for a list of the 13 
structures scheduled for the next round of demolitions. McKenna mentioned that he would get that to Council 
along with a demolition list from the past five or six years.  
 
McKenna stated that if anyone had not received their recycling tote, to give him a call at 242-6807. Chesley 
would like to see that the public receive additional information on the recycling program and Wood relayed 
the importance of being proactive in reaching out to the organizations interested in the program and getting a 
list of those organizations together. The City is looking at a City-wide credit for the delays which would be 
passed on to the customers.  
 
Council Member Wood expressed his interest in seeing a timeline a little more specific regarding the Lincoln 
Park addition stating that a year would be much too long a period of time to complete those projects they had 
been waiting so long for. He also asked for a priority list of commercial properties needing demolished. 
Neibert would be getting that to him.  
 
 
 



Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, June 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
City Engineer Brad Ruble presented the Capital Projects Report.  
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Council Member McEnaney asked Ruble to follow up on the possibility of electrical outages due to the work 
on the South 34th Street project. Council Member Wood expressed the need for communication to the public 
beforehand of the possibility of an outage.  
 
Wood expressed concern regarding the area where the sidewalk on 27th street stops and meets the railroad  
right-of-way. Neibert stated that Public Works would be helping to make that area less of a walking hazard.  
 
Wood emphasized the importance of safety for the people walking on the east side of the interstate and south 
side of Route 15, between 44th street and the interstate. He would like to know of any restrictions that were 
keeping a sidewalk from being put there. It was a very dangerous section and he requested that Ruble address 
this and find out of any restrictions by the next report.  
 
McEnaney appreciated McKenna and Ruble’s detailed reports. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 

City Attorney Bill Howard presented a First Reading on Ordinance Regarding Prevailing Wage Rate. City Manager 
Neibert stated that there was no need to approve the ordinance this evening. If Council wished they could hold 
for a second reading until the next meeting.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to Suspend the Rules to Vote on the Ordinance Regarding Prevailing 
Wage Rate. Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
First Read Only 

 
City Attorney Howard presented a Resolution Approving Change Order to the Contract with Geographic 
Industries Regarding the Way finding and Signage Program. This was to add one additional sign to the Way 
finding Program. The sign was approximately $9,100.00 and would be added to the existing contracting to add 
an entryway sign into the downtown area.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to Approve the Resolution Approving Change Order to the Contract 
with Geographic Industries Regarding the Way finding and Signage Program. Seconded by Council Member 
McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
 

     MAYOR 
 

Mayor Chesley presented the Appointment of Larry Sidwell to the Tourism Board to replace Kaycee Cooper. 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to Approve the Appointment of Larry Sidwell to the Tourism Board 
to replace Kaycee Cooper. Seconded by Council Member Piper. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and 
Chesley. 
 

Mayor Chesley presented the Re-appointment of Paul Lynch and Craig Hedin to the TIF Board. 
 

Council Member Piper made a motion to Approve the Re-appointment of Paul Lynch and Craig Hedin to the 
TIF Board. Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
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Mayor Chesley presented Rylan Ashby with a Proclamation and a City of Mt. Vernon pin. Photos were taken of 
Rylan with the Mayor and members of Council. Members of the Police Department were present to support 
and present Rylan with a shirt from the Police Department.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

oFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

 

WHEREAS, today we pause to recognize a young man, who exemplifies strength and courage; 

and 

WHEREAS, Rylan Ashby has inspired our community since his recent diagnosis of cancer; 

and 

WHEREAS, a “cancer survivor” is defined as anyone living with a history of cancer – from 

the moment of diagnosis throughout their life, and there are nearly 14 million cancer 

survivors in America; and 

WHEREAS, since over 1.6 million new cancer cases will be diagnosed in the United States 

this year, increased access to quality cancer care, screening, and prevention must be a top 

priority in our community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mt. Vernon has an active, productive cancer survivor population; and 

WHEREAS, our community has actively supported the American Cancer Society mission to 

eliminate cancer and celebrate survivorship through our local Relay For Life event; and 

WHEREAS, on behalf of the people of Mt. Vernon, I salute all cancer survivors and those who 

support them; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mary Jane Chesley, Mayor of Mt. Vernon, Illinois, do hereby proclaim 

observance of Rylan Ashby Day, Monday, June 2, 2014 in Mt. Vernon, and urge all citizens to 

join in this joyous celebration of life. 

 

In w           In witness whereof I have 

         hereunto set my hand and 

         caused the seal of this 

         City to be affixed. 

 

         

        __________________________________________ 

        Mayor Mary Jane Chesley 
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Mayor Chesley announced that Rue 21 and Hobby Lobby were now both open and receiving outstanding 
numbers of visitors. Big Lots would be opening sometime towards the end of June. She added that it was nice 
to see these retail businesses in Mt. Vernon being utilized.  
 
Mayor Chesley mentioned the Stepping out for Fitness Program going on this summer. Age divisions were 6-9, 
10-13, 14-17 and 64 plus. The forms could be picked up at the Park, City Hall and at the Municipal West 
Building. The forms would also be distributed to the grade schools and senior centers. It was a wonderful 
activity and she appreciated the support.  
 
The City Update is out and included information on unemployment rates which were down to 6.3 percent as 
well as pictures showing what could be placed in the recycling totes.  
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

Council Member Piper thanked the Mayor for the monthly City Update and shared that a lot of people missed 
it the last couple of months.  
 
He commented that Market Days would be Saturday; including 150 booth spaces, food vendors and lots of 
interesting retail, to come on out and enjoy the former Armory. 
 

Council Member Wood mentioned there was a rumor that Staples would be closing in Mt. Vernon. He was 
happy to say that the assistant manager informed him that Staples would not be closing in Mt. Vernon. They 
have renewed their lease and are doing improvements.  
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 

No public comment. 
 

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 

No Executive Session. 
 
             ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Council Member Wood. Yeas: Lash, 
McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


