
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Workshop Meeting  

Monday, June 9, 2014 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a City Council Workshop Meeting on Monday, June 9, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. 
at City Hall, 1100 Main Street, old Council Chambers, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and Mayor Mary 
Jane Chesley. Absent: Council Member Lash. 
 
Also present were City Manager Ron Neibert, Fire Chief Jim Brown and Public Works Director, Matt Fauss. 

     
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley presented to Council the Street Closure at 800 South 23rd Street for 8th Grade 
Graduation Party on June 14, 2014 from 5:00 to 10:00p.m. City Manager, Ron Neibert, stated that all of 
the neighbors had signed off and the Police Chief was comfortable with the closure.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Street Closure at 800 South 23rd Street for 8th 
Grade Graduation Party on June 14, 2014 from 5:00 to 10:00p.m. Seconded by Council Member Piper. 
Yeas: McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. Absent: Lash 

 
     CITY LEAF BURNING POLICY REVIEW 

 
City Manager Neibert presented a summary of the time periods for burning landscape waste allowable by 
the City. The time periods were from October 1st through December 15th and from March 1st through April 
30th. The burning was limited to Friday through Monday, 9 to 5 p.m. In the recent contract with Republic 
Services, the time frame was increased to 12 months for picking up landscape waste as part of the trash 
contract.  
 
Council Member Todd Piper asked Neibert to send him the policy verifying the maximum length of twigs 
that Republic would pick up.  
 
City Manager Neibert presented a comparison between the City of Mt. Vernon and other community’s 
leaf and landscape waste policies, stating that Marion allowed year-round burning of leaves and limbs 
from 9 to 5 p.m. daily, Carbondale had a no-burning policy, Salem allowed burning of limbs and brush 
daily from 8 to 4 p.m. year-round; no leaves. Centralia allowed burning of yard waste from 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m., but only on certain weekends within the months of April, May, June, September, October, November 
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and December. There were a wide variety of scenarios that communities used to address their landscape 
waste. Carbondale was the only community that had a consistent year-round landscape waste pick-up 
policy from their trash company.  
 
Council Member Lash entered the meeting.  
 
Council Member McEnaney asked Neibert to check on whether or not Republic recycled the leaves and 
limbs after they were picked up and the location of that area. 
 
City Manager Neibert reported that within the last three years, through last November, there had been 
19 leaf brush fires that the Fire Department had responded to. Since November, there had been 16 
additional in-city callouts for leaf and brush fires due to landscape burning. Most of the fires were 
attributed to being left unattended stated Chief Brown.  
 
Council Member Wood expressed his concern regarding people who made calls to the Fire Department 
for permission for a “wiener roast”. He would like to understand from the Chief and the City Manager 
what the policy was when someone called the Fire Department and stated they were going to have a 
“wiener roast”. He also expressed his concern of health hazards due to those on-the-ground fires.  
 
City Manager Neibert stated that there had been some talk about maybe allowing the burning of wood 
products for a wiener roast with the consideration that they must be in a manufactured or man-made fire 
pit, not just on the ground.   
 
Council Member Wood expressed concern about the illegal burning of leaves on the asphalt of the streets. 
He was also concerned about the clogging of the storm water drains, which after speaking with Matt 
Fauss, appeared that the blockage of the drains was due to leaves, sticks, trash and a build-up of materials, 
not burned ashes. He felt that the burning of leaves presented serious health issues. He stated he had 
been to three oxygen supply retailers, Byrd Watson, The Medicine Shoppe and Ohley. Based on his 
interview with them, they estimated that in Mt. Vernon there were approximately 800-1200 people on 
oxygen, a much larger number than what he expected to hear. He spoke with Dr. Dave, a pulmonary 
specialist here in Mt. Vernon to get an idea of who those people were and what they suffered from which 
included people with COPD whether it be asthma or other breathing related issues. The 800-1200 were 
just the ones being treated, there would be a much larger number including those not being treated.  In 
talking with those offices, he found out that the burning of leaves and the smoke in the air was an issue. 
He reported that he had two calls out to both Good Samaritan Hospital and Crossroads regarding 
emergency room visits by people with those issues and they are supposed to be gathering information for 
him. He was not stating that all of those instances were caused by the smoke from burning leaves because 
it clearly was not. His research demonstrated how serious a health issue that the burning of leaves was 
and how many people in the City, around 10% to 15%, had respiratory issues exacerbated by the burning 
of leaves. It was a serious issue for our residents and needed to be addressed by the Council.  
 
Council Member Lash mentioned those who may not be prescribed oxygen, but who have been prescribed 
inhalers which would include quite a few more people. 
 
Council Member McEnaney really appreciated Wood’s work. There was a lot of good information.  
 
Mayor Chesley stated the importance of backing up why the burn ban would need to be done with 
statistics, also including additional background information. Members of the public, with those issues who 
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had trouble getting out should call Nathan McKenna at 242-6807 or email Council who would forward 
emails on to him for compilation. The City needed help from the community in making a decision like this, 
noted Chesley. 

 
Council Member Wood added that when discussing banning burning Council needed to be specific or 
they would have people concerned about things they may or may not be interested in. Both he and 
Council Member Piper agreed with being able to utilize a wood-burning fire pit and fireplace. Piper 
added that the burning of wood and limbs from major wind storms would need to be addressed as well. 
Wood stated that whatever ordinance the Council established they should have the ability to suspend 
the rules to act on the ordinance at that time. City Manager Neibert concluded that would rest with the 
Fire Department.  
 
City Manager Neibert presented to Council some proposed language to see if it would meet their 
guidelines: Burning of natural wood fires within a wood-burning stove or other heat generating device, 
fireplaces, outdoor fireplaces, fire pits constructed of masonry or metal materials.   
 
Council Member McEnaney requested that Neibert investigate communities that have a no burning 
ordinance and find out what they do as far as exceptions or allowances. 
 
Mayor Chesley mentioned looking at the existing ordinance. City Manager Neibert read the existing 
ordinance to Council as to what was allowed: Burning of fuels for camp fires, recreational and cooking 
purposes or in domestic fireplaces in areas where such burning is consistent with other laws shall be 
allowed provided that no garbage shall be burned in such places. The ordinance gives you the ability to 
have a camp fire sitting on the ground so the question was do you want to restrict on-ground fires at 
this point, questioned Neibert. 

 
Council Member Piper asked Chief Brown if the reported fires were due to leaves/brush fires. Brown 
went back five years and reported that there were a total of 87 fires due to leaves, brush and grass. Of 
those 87, 35 were during the burn seasons, 14 were leaf fires that got out of hand, 21 were brush fires 
that got out of hand, 32 were illegal during the non-burn months and 20 were mutual aid calls. 
 
Council Member Wood stated that he would like to see a draft of the ordinance sent to Council. Neibert 
concluded that it appeared that Council was willing to allow wood fires for the purpose of recreation 
and heating sources. He would draft that language. Piper would like to see something in the ordinance 
regarding allowing the burning of wood products on the ground or other means to get rid of the excess 
waste. Council Member McEnaney would like to see what other communities do who have no burning 
ordinances and what they allow and their exceptions. He noted that the existing ordinance is outdated 
and needed to be updated.  
 
Mayor Chesley noted that she would like to have a little more research and background. She would like 
to have feedback and know more about it because of the number of people that would be impacted in 
the City. She would also like to address how the information should be gotten out to the residents. Not 
only the procedure, but the background information as to why or why not this should be done and what 
should be done making sure that people understand. Council Member Wood suggested information on 
the back of the water bills and a separate mailing.  
 
Ron Hernan, stepped forward and stated that he lived here in Mt. Vernon. He added that since the City 
was picking up leaves 12 months out of the year and knew what the health issues were on leaf burning 
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why not, within the ordinance say no leaf burning. His wife was on an inhaler and had an asthmatic 
attack twice. When the windows were open, the smoke made it hard to breathe and got into the 
furniture and drapes etc. When someone was burning leaves he had to stop what he was doing and go 
back in the house and close the windows and wait until all the leaves were burned.  

 
City Manager Neibert would email the information provided by Mr. Hernan along with the numbers from 
Wood. He would also provide Council with the compiled information on the fire safety issues, preparing 
two draft ordinances and providing ordinances on the exceptions of those communities with a no-burn 
policy.  
 
Mayor Chesley stated she was not completely sold out on the burn ban. She would like to have more 
information. She had faith in people and encouraged them to help their neighbor’s bag their landscaping 
and work together to make the air cleaner. She shared that the City needed to have help from the 
community. She noted that moving forward with the ordinance was nice, but she wanted to make sure 
that it was done in the correct way and wanted to have more input.   
 
David (Inaudible) stepped forward and stated that when bags were used it was time-consuming and the 
easiest way was to burn, noting that bags cost a lot of money. He suggested using the garbage containers 
to pick up leaves instead. Council Member Lash noted that if you fill your own trash can with the leaves 
Republic would pick it up. City Manager Neibert stated that he would check the contract.  
 
Mayor Chesley mentioned that since she was paying for the recycling services she was going to try it. The 
recycling bin, she noted, filled up pretty fast. She had been encouraging people to just try it. The issue was 
convincing each individual person about the recycling and the no burn.  Council Member Lash added that 
it went back to the issue of educating the public regarding those issues. City Manager Neibert stated that 
Republic was doing a second mailing and information on the program was on the City Update on the back 
of the water bill. Chesley appreciated those who were somewhat negative before and were trying. Neibert 
added that new water customers would be handed a sheet when they signed up for service telling them 
when their trash day would be and when their recycling day was including who to call if there were issues. 
 
Mayor Chesley shared that the new digital magazine “Build Mt. Vernon IL” was on the website.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
No Executive Session.  

 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn the City Council Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by 
Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Jerilee Hopkins 
City Clerk 


