
 

 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Rolland W. Lewis Community Building — Veterans Park 
Monday, July 2, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, July 2, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  at 
the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, Mt. Vernon, Illinois.   
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order. 
 
The Invocation was given by Rev. Travis Perry. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll Call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and 
Mary Jane Chesley.    
 

             JOURNAL 
 
The Journal for the May 22, 2012 City Council Retreat was presented to Council for any additions, 
deletions or corrections. Motion by Council Member McEnaney to approve the Journal as presented.  
Second by Council Member Piper.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   

 
CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

  
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented for Council’s consideration. Council 
Member McEnaney asked City Manager Neibert for a briefing on the following:  Item #1 A & K Printing - 
$1,722.00 — Consumer Confidence Reports for Public utilities Department.  City Manager Neibert stated 
this is an annual EPA mandated report regarding water quality that is sent to the public.  Item #5 
Hampton Equipment - $55,000 — Total patcher for Public Works Department.  Neibert noted this is an 
indispensable piece of equipment used to patch the streets, otherwise known as chip & seal on a stick.  
Item #7 Heneghan and Associates - $8,917.80 — South 34th Street construction.  This is an interim 
payment on the project.  Item #8 Henry, Meisenheimer & Gende - $26,671.76 — West elevated tank 
($13,447.63), 42nd Street Road Construction ($9,427.89) and Veterans and Davidson roadway extensions 
($3,796.24).  Waiting on the Electricians to finalize work on the control panel.  The 42nd Street project is 
on schedule and proceeding.  The box culverts are being placed at the Veterans and Davidson roadway 
extension.  Item #10 Illinois EPA - $32,500.00 — Annual permit fee for 105 East Perkins.  This is the 
annual operating permit for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Item #19 Rhutasel & Associates - 
$44,420.36 — Oversee work on Safe Routes to Schools sidewalks ($39,352.36) and Veterans/Wells 
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Bypass construction observation ($5,068.00).  Will be going out for bid on the Safe Routes to Schools 
project during the first week of August and hopefully the sidewalks will be completed this year.  R & A 
are performing construction supervision of the Veterans/Wells Bypass project.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers as presented in the 
amount of $483,321.81.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and 
Chesley. 

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

City Manager Ron Neibert stated that the bid results for the Aggregate Crushing Project are as follows:  
 
  Surmeier & Surmeier, $5.40 bid $/ton, Meets project specs - Yes 
  Bromley Excavating, $5.37 bid $/ton, Meets project specs - No 
   
Neibert recommended Surmeier & Surmeier, of Mascoutah, IL, even though they were not the low 
bidder.  City specifications stated that the project completion shall be no later than 8/31/12 and 
Bromley Excavating stated in their bid that they could not guarantee this completion date.  Surmeier & 
Surmeier stated they can commence work on the project upon notice to proceed and meet the specified 
completion date.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to accept the bid from Surmeier & Surmeier, of Mascoutah, IL 
with the qualifying bid of $5.40/ton.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Manager Neibert stated that the bid results for Motor Fuel Tax funds are as follows: 
 
Group #  
Group 1  
Group 2  
Group 3  
Group 4  
Group 5  
  
 

Engineer's Est.  
$51,293.75  
$22,800.00  

$6,800.00  
$81,251.00  

$1,485.00  
  
 

Low Bid/Bidder  
$52,490.00/ Jax Asphalt  
$23,100.00/ Jax Asphalt  
$7,180.00/ Jax Asphalt  
$87,304.20/ Jax Asphalt  
$1,424.00/ Beelman Trucking  
 
  

Difference 
+1,196.25  

+300.00  
+380.00  

+6,053.10  
-61.00 

$7,868.35 (above  
estimate)  

 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the recommendation from staff to accept Jax 
Asphalt, of Mt. Vernon, IL, as the low bidder for groups 1, 2, 3, & 4 and Beelman Trucking Co., of East 
St. Louis, IL, as the low bidder for group 5.  Second by Council Member Wood.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 

       CITY MANAGER 
 

Under Department Policy any sworn Officer of the Mt. Vernon Police Department who has 
demonstrated outstanding skills, ability and professionalism in the performance of his/her duties is 
eligible for the Officer of the Year Award.  This year’s selection made by the Awards Committee and 
presented by Police Chief Chris Mendenall is Officer Brian Huff.   Officer Huff stated it is an honor to 
receive this award and a pleasure to work for such a great department.   Officer Huff recently completed 
Canine Training in Springfield with his dog, Jax.  Mayor Chesley thanked Officer Huff for his service to the 
community. 
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City Manager Neibert presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Seek Bids for 
the Construction of the Aquatic Facility.  Parks and Recreation Department Director George Bryant 
stated that Construction Drawings for the Project have been submitted for the Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) Permit.  The Construction Drawings will be ready for bidding on July 30th and bids 
shall be received on August 28th, with bidder interviews taking place August 29th, 30th and 31st.  
Bidder recommendations will be provided to the City Council on September 4th.  It is anticipated that 
the selected Contractor will break ground in Mid- September and the Aquatic Center will open on 
Memorial Day 2013.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to grant Permission to Seek Bids for the Construction of 
the Aquatic Facility.  Second by Council Member Wood.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and 
Chesley. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney David Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading on Ordinance 
Amending Certain Ordinances Regarding Video Gaming and the Licensing of Video Gaming Terminals.  
The State of Illinois Video Gaming Act was adopted in 2009 making Licensed Video Gaming Terminals 
(VGT) legal in Illinois.  The Act allows for Licensed Video Gaming Terminals to be placed in certain liquor 
establishments, truck stops and fraternal/veterans clubs throughout the state.  The Illinois Gaming 
Board has the responsibility of implementing and regulating video gaming in Illinois.  Up to five (5) VGTs 
may be placed at each Licensed Video Gaming Location.  VGTs must be located in an area restricted to 
persons 21 years of age and over.   A tax of 30% is imposed on the net income from each VGT.  The State 
collects the tax.  Of the tax collected, one-sixth or 5% goes to the municipality.  No Establishment having 
any video gaming terminal license shall be situated within 100 feet of a school or of a place of worship. 
According to the Illinois Municipal League a reasonable median projection for the net income per 
machine is $45,000.00 per year.  Using this projected income, the total tax per machine would be 
$13,500.00 per year, and the municipal share of that tax would be $2,250.00 per year.  Therefore, for 
each establishment with the maximum number of five machines, a municipality will generate an 
estimated $11,250.00 in tax revenue per year.  According to the City Manager’s calculations, the City of 
Mt. Vernon will collect between $100,000.00 and $150,000.00 per year.  The unit of local government 
may use the proceeds of that tax for any general corporate purpose authorized for that municipality.   
The State Gaming Board is responsible for inspecting the machines.  Application for Video Gaming 
Terminal License shall be made to the City Clerk and shall be in writing and under oath, signed by an 
authorized agent of the Establishment where the video gaming terminal(s) is to be placed.  
 
Council Member Lash confirmed that this proposed Ordinance came about because of the Legislature’s 
passing of the Video Gaming Act. 
 
Mayor Chesley stated that the City Clerk and City Attorney are drafting the Application necessary to 
license the Video Gaming Terminals in the City.  It will be available in approximately two weeks. 
 
Council Member Wood commented that he has some misgivings about the Video Gaming Act.  He 
doubts that as much revenue will be raised as estimated.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-24 Amending Certain Ordinances 
Regarding Video Gaming and the Licensing of Video Gaming Terminations.  Second by Council 
Member Piper.  Yeas:  McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Nay:  Lash. 
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City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a First Reading on Ordinance Authorizing 
Sale of Municipal Personal Property.  City Manager Neibert stated Fleet Services has equipment they 
wish to have declared surplus.  1) electronic testing scanner, SPX OTC Genisys Scan System, Serial 
Number MCE 148 13558, will be used as a trade-in on a new scanner, and 2) 2000 International 2554 
Vac-Con Jet truck, VIN #IHTGBADR1YH699355, will be used as a trade-in on a new Jet Truck. 
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to suspend the rules and vote on this Ordinance at tonight’s 
meeting.  Second by Council Member Wood.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
Council Member Lash made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-25 Authorizing the Sale of 
Municipal Personal Property.  Second by Council Member Wood.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood 
and Chesley.   
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving the Agreement with 
Local #702 International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.  The IBEW represents a majority of the 
employees in the Public Utilities Department.  The four year contract is consistent with the terms and 
conditions of the other contracts approved by the Council.  The City is very happy with the outcome. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving the Agreement with Local 
#702 International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, 
McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Amendment and 
Attachment to the Agreement with Henry, Meisenheimer & Gende, Inc. regarding South Davidson 
Sanitary Sewer Extension.  Some of the original designs and ideas for the project needed to be revised.  
The main issue is with the rate of flow so in order to prevent future problems; a dual sewer line will be 
installed.  The initial project was designed and developed by our staff.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving the Amendment and 
Attachment to the Agreement with Henry, Meisenheimer & Gende, Inc. regarding South Davidson 
Sanitary Sewer Extension.  Second by Council Member McEnaney.   Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving 
Architectural/Engineering Services Agreement Amendment with FGM for the Bidding and Construction 
of a new Aquatic Facility.  Parks and Recreation Department Director George Bryant stated this 
Resolution deals specifically with the bidding and construction phase of the engineering project.  The 
City earlier entered into an agreement with FGM and did not include these items at that time.  It is time 
to move forward with the bidding ($22,748.75) and construction ($90,995.00) phase.  These are the last 
two phases and part of the original FGM agreement for $454,975.00.  The costs have not changed.  
When the initial agreement was signed, the City had not implemented the new Home Rule Tax and 
didn’t want to commit to a portion of the project that may or may not advance.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving the 
Architectural/Engineering Services Agreement Amendment with FGM for the bidding and 
Construction of a new Aquatic Facility.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving a Lease-Purchase 
Agreement and Escrow Agreement for the Purchase of a Vac-con Vacuum Truck (Jet Truck).  The Council 
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previously approved the terms of the purchase of the Jet Truck, but the Financing Company is requiring 
a Resolution from the City.  The terms are 3.47% for a five year lease.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving a Lease-Purchase Agreement 
and Escrow Agreement for the Purchase of a Van-con Vacuum Truck (Jet Truck).  Second by Council 
Member Wood.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 

            MAYOR 
 

The Salute to Freedom will be held at the Airport on Wednesday, July 4, 2012.  The gates open at 5:00 
p.m.  Attendees are encouraged to arrive early and support the annual event.  There will be live 
entertainment and food vendors.  Fireworks are scheduled about 9:00 p.m.  Because of the extreme 
heat and fire danger many other communities have canceled their firework display so we expect a large 
crowd.   
 
The City’s new Fire Truck can be observed being assembled on line at www.ferrarafire.com.  Please 
watch as these are your tax dollars at work.   
 
Many questions have been received regarding the big hole at South 10th Street and the railroad.  
Ameren is cleaning the site where the old gas plant was located.   
 
A ribbon cutting was held last week for the two mile long Potomac Fitness Trail entitled Don’t Just Sit, 
Get Fit.  The trail is located along Potomac Boulevard, Wells Bypass, and Veterans Memorial Drive from 
the Rend Lake College MarketPlace to the new Good Samaritan Hospital campus.  There are markers 
located every quarter mile.  Also, Public Works is performing work on the Summerville Fitness Trail and a 
ribbon cutting will be scheduled in a week or two for that trail.   
 
The new City Update brochure for the month of July is available at City Hall, Veterans Park and online at 
the City’s website.  Construction is occurring all over town.  Construction permits over last year at this 
time have doubled as well as the number of business permits have doubled.   
 
The new full page water bill format will be mailed out sometime in July.   
 

        CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council Member Piper gave an update on the new and improved Fall Festival to be held downtown on 
Friday, October 19 through Sunday, October 21.  The festival can look forward to a music tent with live 
music on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  A huge, professional main stage will feature all kinds of music, a 
kids’ area, chili cook-off, parade including several area bands, Street Performers, a huge car show 
sponsored by the Downtown Development Corporation, beauty pageant, costume contest and 5K run.  
Some of the performers on the main stage will be Pumphouse Monster playing “rockin’ blues”, The Brat 
Pack, playing 80s and 90s covers, Mike’s Good Time Country Rock ‘n’ Roll, Polly Launay on violin, Jordan 
Carter singing country, the RBR Trio +1 playing the classics, 26 or 5 to 4 Chicago Tribute Band playing 
Chicago classics, and South of 70 playing alternative country.  Sunday’s performers will include Christian 
groups Hannah, Eliza & Grace, Andy Rain, John Henninger Band, Group 1 Crew, Royal Tailor and Britt 
Nicole. Call the Tourism Department at 242-3151 if you want to volunteer.  Vendors and fraternal clubs 
are all invited to participate.   
 

http://www.ferrarafire.com/
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Council Member McEnaney thanked Council Member Piper for all of the hours he has dedicated to 
organizing the Fall Festival.   
 
 

VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Rev. Travis Perry reported that Christmas in the Park will again be sponsored by the Jefferson County 
Ministerial Association.  It appears that more churches will participate than in the past.  Rev. Perry 
thanked the Council for the opportunities they have given him during his short time in Mt. Vernon.  He 
will be relocating to Tennessee to be with his daughter.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session was held. 
 
                                                                                ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion for adjournment was made by Council Member Wood.  Second by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  
Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       
       Jerilee Hopkins     
       City Clerk 


