
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 

Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, August 4, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, August 4, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
The Invocation was given by Elder Warren LaFlamme, Victory Christian Center. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and Mayor 
Mary Jane Chesley.   
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the July 21, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting were presented to Council for any additions, 
deletions or corrections. Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Journals as presented.  
Seconded by Council Member Lash.    Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.     
 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member 
McEnaney asked City Manager, Ron Neibert, for clarification on the following item:  special check written to Erb 
Equipment Company in the amount of $62,650.00 for a 2010 John Deere backhoe.  This is for the Public Works 
Department.  Neibert noted Item #4 Illinois Department of Transportation - $253,171.60 – last installment for 
Veterans and I-57 Interchange.  The City has been holding this money for seven years.  Now that the interchange 
is open the State has billed the City for payment.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the 
amount of $943,423.51.  Seconded by Council Member Wood.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and 
Chesley.     
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BIDS & QUOTES 
 

On July 30, 2014 the City Mt. Vernon received 4 bids for surplus property available for sale. Two bids were 
received for the property located at 716 White Street (inventory #465), one bid for the property located 710 
Perkins Ave. (inventory #452) and one bid for the property located at 1124 South 10th Street (inventory #464). 
The names of the highest bidders and the amount of their bids are listed below.  Neibert recommended that 
bids be accepted totaling $8,912.00.  It was suggested that the remaining properties on the City’s surplus list be 
advertised in the local newspapers.    
 

 
Bidder 

 
Street Address 

 
Inventory # 

Bid 
Amount 

 
Jeffery Scoville 

 
716 White St. 

 
465 

 
$ 5,005.00 

 
Melanie Shope-Elgin 

 
713 N.  Perkins Ave. 

 
452 

 
$ 1,000.00 

 
Community First Bank of the Heartland 

 
1124 S. 10th St. 

 
464 

 
$ 2,907.00 

 
TOTAL 

   
$ 8,912.00 
  

 
Council Member Lash made a motion to accept the bids totaling $8,912.00.  Seconded by Council Member 
Piper.   Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.     
  

CITY MANAGER 
 

Neibert presented the City’s Programmatic Report for August 2014 because Projects Manager Nathan McKenna 
is on vacation.   
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Engineer Brad Ruble presented the Capital Projects Report for August 2014. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney David Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a First Reading on Ordinance Amending 
Section 6.23 Regarding Status of Territory within Corporate Limits Relative to the Sale of Alcoholic Liquor.  
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Neibert explained the proposed Ordinance will make any area zoned as a business classification within the City 
“wet” and thereby allow the possibility of issuance of liquor licenses.  The proposed Ordinance would classify 
all property within the corporate limits of the City as to which the sale at retail of alcoholic liquor has been 
previously permitted by local referendum or by petition and all other property within the corporate limits of the 
City zoned or hereafter zoned Class B-1, Primary Business District; Class B-2, Secondary Business District; Class 
B-3, Interchange Business District; Class B-PL, Planned Business District; or Class IPCA-PUD, Industrial Park 
Conservation Area, including territory hereafter annexed to the City of Mt. Vernon, shall be property upon which 
the sale at retail of alcoholic liquor shall be permitted.  The Liquor Commissioner and the Council will still have 
control on the issuance of liquor licenses.  The records for whether property was “wet or dry” when annexed 
into the City are inadequate and this change to the Ordinance will eliminate a very large administrative issue.  
No map exists which delineates the “wet or dry” areas within the City.  Mayor Chesley requested that the Council 
consider restricting liquor licenses in residential areas where B-2 “spot” zoning may exist and that a perspective 
business would be required to obtain petition approval of residents in the B-2 business district.  FIRST READ 
ONLY.    
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Amending the Revised Code of 
Ordinances by Adding Article 32 “Downtown Sidewalk Dining”.   This proposed Ordinance does not allow for the 
consumption of alcohol but only sets out the guidelines for sidewalk dining.  This allows for an individual to 
apply for a sidewalk dining permit but choose not to serve alcohol.  The next item on this meeting agenda would 
create a sidewalk dining liquor licenses classification.  Sidewalk dining would be permitted only upon a property 
which is located within the Downtown Special Service Area #1 of the City, which is zoned B-1, Primary Business 
District.  Neibert noted that the language requiring the issuance of a permit by the Office of the City Manager 
will be added to the proposed Ordinance.  Mayor Chesley shared the following concerns:  1) safety of sidewalk 
diners with the slope of some downtown sidewalks; 2) Health Department regulations regarding restrictions on 
sidewalk dining; 3) application form with diagram of the chair and table placement on the sidewalk; and 4) 
discussion needed with DMDC and other downtown groups.  Cyndy Mitchell, Downtown Mt. Vernon 
Development Corporation (DMDC), appeared and stated that her organization strongly supports sidewalk dining 
making the downtown area more viable.  FIRST READ ONLY.    
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Amending Article 6 of the Revised 
Code of Ordinances Adding Sidewalk Dining Liquor Licenses Classification. This is a companion Ordinance to the 
prior agenda Item #9B.  The Ordinance will allow any establishment that receives a sidewalk dining permit to 
then apply for a supplemental liquor license to serve and consume beer and wine in the sidewalk dining area.  
This would apply to the liquor classifications entitled “Restaurant” and “Restaurant with Lounge”.  Mayor 
Chesley requested that the word “only” be added after “beer and wine” in the first sentence of item 6.  Mike 
Anthis asked about liquor license classifications.  FIRST READ ONLY. 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Amending Article 18, Section 18.6 of 
the Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Speed Limit on Veteran’s Memorial Drive.  This Ordinance would 
authorize that on Veteran’s Memorial Drive, between 17th Street and 34th Street, a speed limit of 40 miles per 
hour; and between 34th Street and 42nd Street, a speed limit of 35 miles per hour.  Council Member Piper 
expressed concern for safety on Veteran’s with the addition of further development in the area.  Acting Police 
Chief Chris Deichman noted that the construction in the area is creating more safety issues.  He also noted that 
Veteran’s and 42nd Street is the focal point of traffic safety problems.  He is optimistic that the straightening of 
the intersection at Veteran’s and 34th Street will alleviate most of the safety issues in that area.  Deichman cited 
no dramatic increase or decrease in the amount of traffic accidents on Veteran’s since the speed limit was raised 
to 40 miles per hour about five years ago.  Deichman suggested that the traffic trailer be stationed at various 
positions along Veteran’s at 17th Street, 26th Street, 34th Street and further west which will provide traffic/car 
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count, and the average, high and low speeds traveled on Veteran’s for a week or two.  He will gather the data 
and forward to the City Manager for dissemination to the Council.  FIRST READ ONLY. 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Design Services Agreement 
with Planning Design Studio LLC regarding “Phase 1 – Lincoln Park East Addition – South of Aquatic Zoo”.  The 
Phase 1, 7.8 acres project improvements will generally follow the layout and descriptions included in the City’s 
OSLAD grant application and the construction budget of approximately $1.6 million and will include the 
following items:  prefabricated restroom and picnic shelter; loop trail system; 8-lighted tennis courts with 
bleachers and shade structures; softball field with shaded bleachers and provisions for future lighting; water 
feature – rain garden or detention basin or a one acre pond; interpretative signage of water feature; site 
furnishings and landscape plantings; and handicapped parking spaces near new tennis courts.  Wood requested 
that the loop trail system be connected with any present and/or future trail system in the vicinity.  Mayor 
suggested that bicycle racks are needed at the new Phase 1 project, as well as at the Aquatic Zoo.  
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve a Resolution Approving Design Services Agreement with 
Planning Design Studio LLD regarding “Phase 1 – Lincoln Park East Addition – South of Aquatic Zoo”.  Seconded 
by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
   
 

MAYOR 
 
Mayor Chesley read the following Proclamation and then presented the Proclamation to Acting Police Chief 
Chris Deichman: 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Town Watch (NATW) is sponsoring a unique, 
nationwide crime, drug and violence prevention program on August 5th, 2014 entitled 
"National Night Out"; and  

WHEREAS, the "31st Annual National Night Out" provides a unique opportunity for the 
City of Mt. Vernon to join forces with thousands of other communities across the country 

in promoting cooperative, police-community crime prevention efforts; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Mt. Vernon Police Department plays a vital role in assisting in crime, 
drug and violence prevention efforts the City of Mt. Vernon is supporting "National Night 

Out 2014" locally; and  

WHEREAS, it is essential that all citizens of the City of Mt. Vernon be aware of the 
importance of crime prevention programs and impact that their participation can have 

on reducing crime, drugs and violence in the City of Mt. Vernon; and  

WHEREAS, police-community partnerships, neighborhood safety, awareness and 
cooperation are important themes of the "National Night Out" program;  

NOW, THEREFORE I, Mary Jane Chesley, Mayor of the City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois, do 

hereby call upon all citizens of the City of Mt. Vernon to join the City of Mt. Vernon PoIice 

Department and the National Association of Town Watch in supporting the "31st Annual 
National Night Out" on August 5th, 2014.  

FURTHER, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, I, MAYOR MARY JANE CHESLEY, do hereby proclaim 

Tuesday, August 5th, 2014 as "NATIONAL NIGHT OUT" in the City of Mt. Vernon.  
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of this City 
to be affixed.       Mayor Mary Jane Chesley August 4, 2014 

 
Deichman explained that Tuesday, August 5, is the annual National Night Out at Veterans Park from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m.    Various games, activities, and food will be provided to the public.  This is an opportunity for the public to 
interact with their own Police Department in a more relaxed environment.  They expect 750 to 1,000 children 
to attend.   
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

City Council made no comments. 
 
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Bob Farris expressed concern about the need for a stop sign in his neighborhood. 
 
Mike Anthis expressed his concern about the Contractor properly disposing of demolition material.  He 
commended the City on the recycling program.  He is interested in the tonnage currently collected and what is 
collected one year from now.   
 
Bert Hathaway, 423 N. 10th Street, noted that he is not satisfied with pick up of his recycling material.  He wants 
an explanation as to why they are not consistently servicing his neighborhood and requested a refund.    
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

No Executive Session was held. 
 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, 
McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


