
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 

Monday, August 6, 2012 
MINUTES 

 
 
 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, August 6, 2012, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, Mt. Vernon, Illinois. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by Rev. Jeff Stewart of the Jefferson County Ministerial Association. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Todd Piper, David Wood and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.  Council Member Dennis McEnaney was absent.     
 

             JOURNAL 
 
The Journal for the July 3, 2012 City Council Retreat and the July 16, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting 
were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections.  Motion by Council Member 
Wood to approve the Journal from July 3, 2012 City Council Retreat with a correction on Page 10 
adding North 34th St. (from Broadway to Central) to the listing of top priorities and changing Top Five 
Priorities to Top “Six” Priorities and the July 16, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting as presented. 
Second by Council Member Piper.  Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Council Member McEnaney 
was absent. 

 
CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

  
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented for Council’s consideration. Council 
Member Wood asked City Manager Neibert for a briefing on the following:  Item #1 Absolute 
Innovations - $3,414.00 — Infield groomer for the Parks Department.  This is a machine to prepare the 
infield of all of the City’s baseball fields.  Item #4, Baxmeyer Construction - $619,193.31 — Veterans 
West and Davidson South roadway extension ($478,313.70) South Davidson and Veterans sewer 
extension ($140,879.61).  City Manager Neibert noted pavement is beginning and the box culverts are in 
place on this project.  The City will erect signs are both ends where Veterans connects with Wells Bypass 
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and also where Davidson connects at Kohl’s showing the progress of all phases of the project.  Home 
Rule taxes are paying for this project.  Item #33 White and Borgognoni Architects - $4,826.64 — Work on 
the 9th Street streetscape project.  Will be going out for bid shortly on this project.   Council Member 
Wood noted there are very few bike racks and inquired about including bike racks in the bid for the 
streetscape project.  City Manager Neibert advised they are not authorized by the grant program, but 
they could be purchased separately from the project.   
 
Mayor Chesley noted that new bike trail lines have been added to several City streets – 34th, 27th, and 
42nd Streets and almost all of Perkins Avenue.  There will be signage to designate the bike trails and 
some of the trails will be marked with painted stripes on the roadway.  One of the street projects 
approved at the recent City Council Retreat is the widening of Perkins Avenue between 10th Street and 
12th Street.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers as presented in the 
amount of $952,739.84.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
Council Member McEnaney was absent. 
 

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

Three sealed proposals for the purchase of four (4) 2012/2013 police vehicles for the City of Mt. Vernon 
Police Department were submitted to the City Clerk and opened in the City Clerk’s Office at 10:05 a.m., 
August 3, 2012.  The new vehicles will be funded out of the Home Rule Capital Fund.  The bids are as 
follows: 
 

PALMEN MOTORS $103,200.00 
5431 75TH STREET 
KENOSHA, WI 53142 
 
FORD SQUARE $94,267.68  
MT. VERNON, IL 62864 
 
LIBERTY AUTO CITY $93,741.56 
1000 E PARK AVENUE 
LIBERTYVILLE, IL 60048 
 

City Manager Neibert recommends that the City accept the low bid from Liberty Auto City, Libertyville, 
IL, in the amount of $93,741.56.  Council Member Piper stated it is a shame the City cannot purchase the 
vehicles local.  Council Member Wood asked if the Council is required to accept the low bid.  Neibert 
stated that it would be necessary for the Council to find that Liberty Auto City is a “not qualified bidder”.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to accept the low bid from Liberty Auto City in the amount of 
$93, 741.56.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Council Member 
McEnaney was absent. 
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CITY MANAGER 
 
Fleet Services and Public Works Departments request permission to seek bids for a new Skidsteer used 
for loading large equipment and other heavy items throughout the City.  This is a budgeted item to be 
paid with Home Rule Capital Funds.  The old Skidsteer will be declared surplus in the future and sold.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the request for permission to seek bids for a new 
Skidsteer.  Second by Council Member Piper.   Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Council Member 
McEnaney was absent. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director George Bryant requests permission to seek bids for the construction of 
two (2) park picnic shelters — one at Dawson Park and the other will replace the existing west picnic 
shelter at Veterans Park.  These shelters will be paid with Home Rule Quality of Life/Economic 
Development funds.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the request for permission to seek bids for the 
construction of two (2) park picnic shelters as presented.  Second by Council Member Wood.  Yeas: 
Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  Council Member McEnaney was absent. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 

City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration First Reading on Ordinance Creating a 
Video Gaming License Classification to Sell Alcoholic Liquor.  The “Video Gaming License” shall entitle 
the licensee to make consumption sales of beer and wine; but no package sales.  The license shall issue 
only for establishments licensed under Article 11, Licenses. The licensed premises shall not exceed 1,500 
square feet, and not more than 1000 square feet of said licensed premises shall be open to the public or 
accessible to any patron.  No premises licensed hereunder shall have any lounge or bar or other similar 
area; only a service bar is permitted and said service bar shall serve only the video gaming terminals or 
similar type additional terminals, such as an internet station.  No premises licensed hereunder shall have 
a dance floor or similar area; and no dance, live event, or other similar activity shall be permitted.  No 
person under the age of 21 shall be employed by, nor allowed to enter or remain upon the licensed 
premises at any time. The license fee for a Video Gaming License shall be One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00) per annum.   
 
Mayor Chesley noted that a couple of businesses have made inquiries about locating in the City.  One is 
interested in the downtown area, but asked to remain confidential until a lease is signed. This is one 
license. If more are requested, they would have to be presented to Council and the Ordinance number 
changed. If a business already has a liquor license they would not have to apply under the Video Gaming 
License classification. Mayor Chesley mentioned that she likes how Council has handled businesses 
interested in obtaining a liquor license within the past five or six years; stating that Council has been 
firm, requiring detailed business plans presentations.  
 
Council Member Wood asked what differentiated the Video Gaming License classification from the 
other classifications. City Manager Neibert clarified that it’s called a Video Gaming License because the 
primary function of the business establishment will be video gaming. Only pre-packaged food will be 
served on the premises unlike the other Licenses stating that food must be prepared on the premises. 
The types of businesses interested did not fall within any of the existing License categories. Wood stated 
that he had some reservations and would like to speak with the Mayor when all the information was 
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received. He felt that the beer and wine sales were just an excuse to have gaming. He stated that the 
primary purpose of most restaurants and bars is to sell food, beer, wine and alcohol and the gaming, if 
there was a sideline. Wood asked if it was a fair interpretation to state that these Video Gaming 
Establishments primary purpose was gaming and in order to do that they would have to have a liquor 
license, therefore they would ask to sell beer and wine. City Manager Neibert stated that was a fair 
interpretation.  
 
First Read only from Council.  
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council Consideration a Resolution Approving and Accepting 
Proposal from Tick Tock Energy, Inc. Regarding Waste Water Treatment Plant. City Manager Neibert 
stated this was a proposal from Tick Tock Energy. They are going to upgrade some new lighting and 
motoring systems inside the City’s waste water treatment plant. It is approximately a $95,000.00 project 
of which the City will be receiving about $60,000.00 in grant money from the State of Illinois. The City’s 
participation in this is around $35,000.00. The benefit of the program includes utilizing the new type of 
lighting and motoring systems and an anticipated savings of $30-$35,000.00 a year on electrical costs. 
The City’s initial investment will be recaptured in the first year. 
 
Council Member Wood asked if Environmental Management Corporation (EMC) would share in the 
savings. City Attorney Howard stated no, the entire savings would go to the City of Mt. Vernon. He asked 
if Randy Tucker would receive any of the benefits, since he was there during the process. City Manager 
Neibert stated that it was actually Mr. Tucker’s initiative and he would like to commend him for it. He 
has always taken the City’s best interest during his tenure even though he doesn’t work directly for the 
City. Council Member Wood stated that he would think the City should take a look at redoing all systems 
within the City. Neibert stated they are, but the issue is that it’s a limited grant program and had they 
submitted all of the City’s properties they would have probably still only received about $60,000.00. 
Wood stated that according to the synopsis it would take three years to recover the costs without the 
grant and if that could be achieved throughout even without the grant it might be well worth making 
those improvements, even if it took three or four or five years to recover. Using less energy is not only 
beneficial to our budget, but it is beneficial to the country in terms of lowering our energy usage stated 
Wood. City Manager Neibert stated this is another initiative that we have taken to reduce operating 
costs. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley asked the City Manager for a list of those grants that have been received this 
year or waiting to be received.  
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving and Accepting Proposal 
from Tick Tock Energy, Inc. Regarding Waste Water Treatment Plant. Second by Council Member 
Piper. Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley. Council Member McEnaney was absent.  
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Union Contract 
with the Telecommunicators. City Manager Neibert stated this was the fifth of their sixth collective 
bargaining unit contracts that have successfully been negotiated and are under similar terms as the 
others.  
 
Council Member Todd Piper thanked City Manager Neibert, stating that he knew he had been through a 
lot throughout the whole negotiation process. 
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Mayor Chesley asked when Neibert had started working on the union contract. Neibert stated last 
September. The contract goes through 2016. Five of the six union contracts have been approved. The 
last one went through arbitration on August 1st and should have a ruling from the arbitrator around 
October of this year.  
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving Union Contract with the 
Telecommunicators Second by Council Member Lash. Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley. Council 
Member McEnaney was absent.  

 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented of Council’s Consideration a Resolution Approving Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency Highway Authority Agreement between Prosise Oil Company and the 
City. City Manager Neibert stated this is an agreement between the City and Prosise Oil Company. Mr. 
Prosise had a 12-Company operation at property located at 809 South 17th street. As with many facilities 
of this type a leaking underground storage tank went through the EPA remediation process and 
unfortunately for Mr. Prosise a large part of the contamination went under the City’s right-of-way, the 
alley behind the facility. The facility has been cleaned to EPA standards, but before they release the 
property from further remediation under their standards they are requiring that the City and Mr. Prosise 
enter into this agreement. The City has to give notification to entities that may in the future be doing 
any excavation within the right-of-way informing them of prior contaminations on the site. The City has 
worked this out with the EPA and would recommend authorization of this agreement, stated Neibert. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency Highway Authority Agreement between Prosise Oil Company and the City. Second 
by Council Member Wood. Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley. Council Member McEnaney was 
absent.  
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Professional 
Services Agreement with FGM Architects for Park Conceptual Designs and Plans. City Manager Neibert 
stated that at the recent Council Retreat the City authorized that staff begin with the planning process 
for Parks within the City and this is the agreement to accomplish that.  
 
Parks and Recreation Director George Bryant stepped forward and stated there were five different areas 
they were looking at for possible park development in the future. The areas include Lincoln Park 
adjacent to the property that the City has off of 34th street, the old Public Works property along 
Waterworks, Woodglen Park, North Davidson Avenue and Optimist Park. The City is looking to get a 
development plan in place for those five locations. FGM would come for a site review and meet with 
community stakeholders. Public meetings would be encouraged from those within the community 
especially those who live near one of the locations to discuss interests concerning the development in 
those areas. The second visit from FGM would allow them to put together some of the concepts that 
were heard from the community and review what the City has in place making sure they are still on the 
right track. The third and final step would be a presentation to the City Council for the plans. The 
department would have five conceptual drawings for each park site at completion along with a 
projected budget and a final report. The Department suggested FGM because the City is working with 
them right now on the aquatics facility and they would provide the City with good professional direction. 
This is an exciting time, stated Bryant and will allow the City to deal with development in these areas for 
years to come.    
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Bryant stated that the Parks and Recreation Board will act as an advisory board. The secret of putting 
together a good plan for a park involves getting together with the people that are using it, stated Bryant. 
He clarified that there would be no age restriction for the evaluation process for the Parks and he would 
encourage participation from the school system.  
 
City Manager Neibert mentioned that it was important to note that these projects were only made 
possible by the implementation of the Home Rule Quality of Life Economic Development Tax and these 
improvements will go a long way in improving the quality of life in the community.  
 
Council Member Wood expressed his concern that Dawson and Veterans were not listed with the other 
five. Bryant elaborated that the Department looked at locations that would best benefit from this 
process and Veterans is already highly developed. Back two or three years ago a committee was put into 
place for the development of Dawson Park and the plan for that has already begun implementation (i.e. 
restroom facilities, basketball courts, parking lot, shelter, etc.  
 
Mayor Chesley asked once the plan was put into place if that would cause the City to be a stronger 
candidate to receive outside sources of funding and grant opportunities. Yes, replied Bryant, they have 
looked at grant applications for certain Parks and one of the things needed is a conceptual plan and a 
good budget along with documented community meetings reflecting interest and support from the 
community.  
 
Council Member Todd Piper commended Bryant on the great job on the donations received from 
Continental Tire the Americas, Inc. and Toni Federici for the Tot Lot project and hoped that would spur 
further donations to the Parks.  
 
Council Member Wood asked what the budgeted item was for the Conceptual Designs and Plans. City 
Manager Neibert replied $25,000.00.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving Professional Services 
Agreement with FGM Architects for Park Conceptual Designs and Plans. Second by Council Member 
Piper. Yeas: Lash, Piper, Wood and Chesley. Council Member McEnaney was absent.  
 

MAYOR 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley presented the Proclamation for National Night Out.  
 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Town Watch (NATW) is sponsoring a unique, nationwide 
crime, drug and violence prevention program on August 7th, 2012 entitled “National Night Out”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the “29th Annual National Night Out” provides a unique opportunity for the City of Mt. 
Vernon to join forces with thousands of other communities across the country in promoting 
cooperative, police-community crime prevention efforts; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mt. Vernon Police Department plays a vital role in assisting in crime, drug and 
violence prevention efforts the City of Mt. Vernon is supporting “National Night Out 2012” locally; 
and 
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WHEREAS, it is essential that all citizens of the City of Mt. Vernon be aware of the importance of 
crime prevention programs and impact that their participation can have on reducing crime, drugs and 
violence in the City of Mt. Vernon; and 

 
WHEREAS, police-community partnerships, neighborhood safety, awareness and cooperation are 
important themes of the “National Night Out” program; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE I, Mary Jane Chesley, Mayor of the City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois, do hereby call upon 
all citizens of the City of Mt. Vernon to join the City of Mt. Vernon Police Department and the 
National Association of Town Watch in supporting the “29th Annual National Night Out” on August 
7th, 2012. 

 
FURTHER, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, I, MAYOR MARY JANE CHESLEY, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, 
August 7th, 2012 as “NATIONAL NIGHT OUT” in the City of Mt. Vernon. 

 
Police Chief Chris Mendenall stepped forward and stated that National Night Out would be held tomorrow 
here at the Rolland W Lewis Community Building and on the Park grounds. Over half of the Police 
Department will be working the various events. There will be a cookout; free hamburgers, hotdogs and baked 
beans. There will be events for the kids; 62 Sports brings games over for the kids. National Night Out gives 
the community a chance to meet the Police Officers on an off-duty setting. Mendenall stated it is a well-
attended event. Last year there were several hundred people in attendance at various times throughout the 
evening. He encouraged the community to come out, have a good time and meet the local police officers.    
 
Council Member Lash asked how many years National Night Out has been held at Veterans Memorial Park. 
Chief Mendenall stated 10 or 12 years he believed. Lash stated that the attendance seemed to increase from 
year to year and the kids really look forward to the event each year.  
 
Mayor Chesley thanked Chief Mendenall and shared her appreciation for all that the Police Department does 
for the City of Mt. Vernon. 
 
Mayor Chesley stated that the City of Mt. Vernon’s August Update is available featuring the new logo. The 
first item spotlights the ribbon cutting celebration taking place on August 9th for Crossroads Community 
Hospital’s expansion and renovation. Also included are the latest updates on the road projects for the City, 
water tower project, trail sidewalk projects, water and sewer projects and information on the heavy rescue 
fire truck pumper being built. 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council Member Piper relayed to the public that the presentation on the branding project can be viewed at 
www.mtvernon.com under Tourism and Branding. Flyers would be available at City Hall in the City Clerk’s 
Office and several members of the Branding Leadership Team were going out into the community looking for 
speaking engagement opportunities to show the public exactly what the branding project looks like and how 
the public can get involved in this project. Piper mentioned Mt. Vernon Fall Fest coming up in October.  
Stating that information can be found on Facebook under Mt. Vernon Fall Fest and at the website, 
www.mtvernonfallfest.com.  
 
Council Member Lash stated that on August 15th there would be a Mt. Vernon workforce forum and job fair 
which was developed to support and promote a world class workforce and to provide job opportunities for 
those who are looking for employment or looking to improve their employment opportunities. Illinois 
Department of Rehab, Illinois Department of Employment Securities, Mantra-con in conjunction with 

http://www.mtvernon.com/
http://www.mtvernonfall/
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Jefferson County Development Corporation, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, Jefferson County 
American Heritage and NAACP will have representatives present with information on available job 
opportunities. The Job Fair will take place at the Shiloh Baptist Church from 9am-12pm. Lash went on to say 
that Judge Nicole Villani and States Attorney Doug Hoffman would be there to talk about record 
expungement in order to expunge those records which can be expunged giving everyone the opportunity to 
work if they would want to. Anyone with questions should call Council Member Ron Lash at (618) 241-9004. 
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

City Manager Neibert asked on behalf of a few members of the community who were unable to attend 
the Council meeting why the difference in gas prices between Mt. Vernon and neighboring 
communities. They indicated that gas prices in other places are 15 or 16 cents cheaper than Mt. Vernon. 
Neibert explained that he was unaware of why the prices were different, but did indicate that the Office 
of the Illinois Attorney General does have a hotline for the public to call and express concerns about gas 
prices. He instructed the public to call the Office of the City Manager at (618) 242-6802 for that number.   
 
Jim Prosise stepped forward to thank City Manager Neibert for presenting to the Council the Resolution 
Approving Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Highway Authority Agreement between Prosise Oil 
Company and the City. He stated it has been a real problem for the past 15 years and he has not been 
able to get any respect or get anything done.  He feels that the EPA working with Ron and the City has 
finally put things together and he thanks the City for that.  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session.  
 

         AJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Council Member Piper to adjourn.  Second by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley. Council Member McEnaney was absent.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:56p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


