
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 

City Council Workshop Meeting 
Monday, August 12, 2013 

 
MINUTES 

 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a City Council Workshop Meeting on Monday, August 12, 2013 at 3:00 
p.m. at the City Hall, 1100 Main Street, old Council Chambers, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.  
Todd Piper and David Wood were absent. 
 

WAYFINDING PRESENTATION 
 

Council Member Wood entered the meeting at 3:05 p.m. 
 
City Manager Ron Neibert stated that one of the recommendations from last year’s branding study was 
for the City to undertake a Wayfinding System. According to the study, City’s that incorporate 
wayfinding in the community will actually see a 20 percent increase in retail sales. At the 
recommendation of the Brand Leadership Team, Merje from Pennsylvania is here to do a wayfinding 
proposal.  
 
John Bosio, Principal of Merje, an environmental graphic design firm that focuses on wayfinding with 
very specific expertise in community wayfinding stepped forward and presented information on the 
wayfinding project.  
 
Dennis McEnaney expressed his concern for additional colors to the signage panels. Mr. Bosio stated 
that the numbers of colors were decided per code by the Illinois Department of Transportation.  
 
Tourism Director Bonnie Jerdon stepped forward and stated that there have been many meetings and 
shared input.  This package is the one the BLT recommended by consensus.   
 
City Manager Neibert stated that Mr. Bosio would be here tomorrow to finalize the applicability of the 
locations initially selected and once those selections were finalized in terms of functionality and making 
sure there were no prohibitions in terms of underground issues or other conflicting items, the BLT would 
be looking for direction from the Council on whether or not they want to proceed. The cost estimate is 
somewhere between $425,000.00 and $475,000.00. Once Council approves the go ahead with the 
bidding process, bidding would be a 45-60 day process with manufacturing at four to six months. The 
budget for branding initiatives is $500,000.00, which include wayfinding and the painting of the water 
tower.  
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John Bosio stated that their next step is to put a documentation package together that includes all the 
details needed to bid the project and get it built. 
 
City Manager Neibert concluded that a consensus from Council should be given between now and the 
next Council meeting. 
 
Council Member McEnaney added that he would like to have a breakdown on the budget, cost and 
number of signs. 
 
The following are examples of the various signs to be considered: 
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APPOINTMENT OF ROGER TEDRICK TO THE TIF BOARD 
 

Mayor Mary Jane Chesley presented for Council’s approval the appointment of Roger Tedrick to the TIF 
Board. He will be replacing Jim Stowers. Council Member Wood made a motion to approve Roger 
Tedrick to the TIF Board.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood, Chesley. 
Council Member Piper was absent. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF SARAH SLEDGE TO THE PARK BOARD 
  
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley presented for Council’s approval the appointment of Sarah Sledge to the Park 
Board replacing Donte Moore whose term has expired. Council Member Lash made a motion to 
approve Sarah Sledge to the Park Board. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, 
McEnaney, Wood, Chesley. Council Member Piper was absent. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 
Personel.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood, Chesley.  Council 
Member Piper was absent. 
 
The time is 3:35 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Council Member McEnaney to adjourn the City Council Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by 
Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney and Chesley.  Council Member Wood left the Executive 
Session at 4:50 p.m.  Council Member Piper was absent. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:04 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


