
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL.   
 
The invocation was given by Rev. Rachel Helgeson of the Jefferson County Ministerial Association. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor 
Mary Jane Chesley.   
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the August 14, 2015 City Council Retreat and the August 17, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting 
were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections.  Council Member Moore made a motion 
to approve the Journal as presented.  Seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, 
Piper and Chesley.   
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 

The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval.  Council Member 
McEnaney asked Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel for updates on the following items: #1 Amie D. Heck 
- $3,000.00 – Emergency demolition at 707 South 21st Street.  An abandoned house was a danger to the 
community because of its’ dilapidated condition.  Item #2 Baxmeyer Construction - $357,623.62 – Construction 
progress on North 42nd Street from Victoria Avenue to Richview Road.   Item #4 Brown Traffic Products - 
$20,205.13 – Signal controllers and other parts for traffic signals.  These parts were used to repair traffic signals 
damaged in an accident.  Item #6 Dunn Company - $12,075.78 – milling (surface removal) of various City 
Streets, including South 19th, 27th Street, Kingsridge, Oakland, 24th Street.  Item #10 Greater Egypt Regional 
Planning - $3,242.95 – Expenses related to Industrial Park Federal grant.  Item #16 JK Trotter & Sons - 
$159,872.36 – Ambassador Road sanitary sewer.  This project is for the high school and will be delayed because 
of the Dare family easement.  Item #21 Krehbiel & Associates - $48,000.00 – audit expense progress billing for 
FYE 4/30/2015.  This represents the first payment.  Item #28 PPG Architectural Finishes - $16,810.00 – Thermo-
plastic paint machine for Public Works.  This replaces an old paint machine which is used for striping streets. 
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Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the 
amount of $1,832,790.02.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and 
Chesley.   
  

BIDS & QUOTES 
 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration the bid results for the Jordan Street Parking Lot Asphalt Overlay 
Project.  Three bids were received as follows: 
   
   Jax Asphalt, Mt. Vernon   $34,981.00 
   Doug Eubanks Construction, Sesser $49,998.00 
   Rooters Asphalt, Beckemeyer  $58,775.00 
 
Public Works Director Matt Fauss reviewed the bids, and Bechtel recommended the award of the bid to the 
lowest responsible bidder, Jax Asphalt, in the amount of $34,981.00.   
 
Council Member May made a motion to approve the bid submitted by Jax Asphalt in the amount of 
$34,981.00.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley. 
 
 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration the bid results for the Aquatic Zoo ADA Renovations.  Two Bids 
were received as follows:   
   Evrard Strang Construction, Inc.   $112,000.00 
   Fager McGee Commercial Construction, Inc. $127,000.00 
 
FGM Architects are paying for all ADA renovations.  The lowest responsible bidder, Evrard Strang Construction, 
Inc., is not acceptable to FGM Architects and recommended the bid be awarded to Fager McGee based on 
reviewed qualifications and references indicating poor performance on other projects of Evrard-Strang.  
Bechtel noted that because FGM is responsible for payment and will not cost the City any additional money 
she recommended accepting the bid from Fager McGee.     
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the bid submitted by Fager McGee Commercial 
Construction Inc. in the amount of $127,000.00.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, 
Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
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CITY MANAGER 

 
City Engineer Brad Ruble presented the Capital Projects Report for September: 
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Nathan McKenna, Assistant to the City Manager, presented the Programmatic Report for September, 2015:  

 

 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Close South 7th Street from Broadway 
to Casey from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, September 11, 2015 for the Patriot Day Remembrance Event 
at Broadway Market.   
 
Bonnie Jerdon, Director of the Tourism Department, appeared to explain the need for the road closures on this 
agenda. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to grant permission to Close South 7th Street from Broadway to Casey 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, September 11, 2015 for the Patriot Day Remembrance Event at 
Broadway Market.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Close South 9th Street from Broadway 
to Casey and Jordan Street from 7th Street to 10th Street on October 15, 2015 starting at 7:00 a.m. through 
October 19, 2015 ending at 12:00 a.m. for Fall Fest.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to grant permission to Close South 9th Street from Broadway to 
Casey and Jordan Streets from 7th Street to 10th Street on October 15, 2015 starting at 7:00 a.m. through 
October 19, 2015 ending at 12:00 a.m. for the Fall Fest.  Seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas:  May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to close 9th Street from Broadway to 
North Street on October 17, 2015 starting at 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the DMDC Cruise In.   
 
Council Member May made a motion to grant permission to Close 9th Street from Broadway to North Street 
on October 17, 2015 starting at 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the DMDC Cruise In.  Seconded by Council Member 
McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
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Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Close City Side Streets on October 
17, 2015 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. per a Public Works Parade Route Plan.   

 
Council Member Moore made a motion to grant permission to Close City Side Streets on October 17, 2015 
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and 
Chesley.   
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Granting Conditional Use for 
Property Located at 1309 Harrison for a Crematory in Conjunction with a Funeral Home.   
 
Carmen Hughey Deichman, of Hughey Funeral Home, appeared as well as Hughey employee, Jayanna Weaver, 
and Matthews International Cremation Representative, Beth Wincey.  They informed the Council that the 
cremation system they plan to install uses advance technology which minimizes emissions and eliminates odor.  
In addition, they shared information in support of the crematory.  The following individuals appeared to lend 
their support for the crematory:  John Fields, Dixie Bell, Sherry Meadows, Barbara D’Arcy, Don Collier, and 
Justin Oldham.          
 
Derrick and Rebecca Bennett, of the 1300 block of North Street, appeared to oppose the conditional Use for a 
Crematory on the Hughey Funeral Home property at 1309 Harrison.  They voiced concerns about the emissions 
from the crematory and asked the Council to not approve the conditional use at 1309 Harrison.  The Bennett’s 
presented Mayor Chesley with a petition entitled, “Citizens Against Crematory in downtown Mt. Vernon” which 
contained 34 signatures.   The following individuals appeared and spoke in opposition to the crematory:  
Patricia Vlick, Julie Quinn and Hannah Reddin.   
 
Kent Southers inquired about mercury vaporizing, cremation temperatures and emissions. 
 
Steven Casper suggested a City regulation requiring that cremations be performed during daylight hours to 
confirm that the system is operating properly.        
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-32 Granting a Conditional Use for 
Property Located at 1309 Harrison for a Crematory in Conjunction with a Funeral Home.  Seconded by Council 
Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.    
 
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 
Article 6 Section 6.5 of the Revised Code of Ordinances, License Classifications, Permits, and Fees, Amending 
Subparagraph 6 “Restaurant License”, Subparagraph 8 “Wine Makers Retail License”, Subparagraph 9 
“Grandfathered Restaurant With Package Sales” and Adding Subparagraph 17 “Bew Pub License”.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to suspend the rules in order to vote on the proposed Ordinance 
tonight.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-33 Amending Article 6 Section 6.5 
of the Revised Code of Ordinances, License Classifications, Permits, and Fees, Amending Subparagraph 6 
“Restaurant License”, Subparagraph 8 “Wine Makers Retail License”, Subparagraph 9 “Grandfathered 
Restaurant With Package Sales” and Adding Subparagraph 17 “Brew Pub License”.  Seconded by Council 
Member May.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
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City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Requesting IDOT Approval for 
Temporary Closure of Portions of Main Street and Broadway from 4th Street to 11th Street and from Main to 
Newby on 10th Street from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the Fall Fest Parade on October 17, 2015.   
 
Council Member May made a motion to adopt the Resolution Requesting IDOT Approval for Temporary 
Closure of Portions of Main Street and Broadway from 4th Street to 11th Street and from Main to Newby on 
10th Street from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the Fall Fest Parade on October 17, 2015.   Seconded by Council 
Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving a Settlement Agreement 
with FGM Architects, Inc. for the Aquatic Zoo ADA Renovations.  This agreement covers the costs associated 
with the renovations required by the Attorney General’s Office.  There is no cost to the City.   
 
Council Member May made a motion to adopt the Resolution Approving a Settlement Agreement with FGM 
Architects, Inc. for the Aquatic Zoo ADA Renovations.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving a Letter of Understanding 
with Lauterbach & Aman, LLP for Actuarial Services.  These professional services are necessary to determine 
pension calculations for the City’s audit report as required by law.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adopt the Resolution Approving a Letter of Understanding with 
Lauterbach & Aman, LLP for Actuarial Services.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, 
Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 

MAYOR 
 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration the Appointment of Rev. Tim Brinson to the Minority 
Affairs & Human Relations Commission – Representative of Religious Organizations, and the Appointment of 
Ryan Wellmaker to the Planning and Zoning Commission.   
 
Council Member May made a motion to approve both of the appointments in a joint motion: Rev. Tim 
Brinson to the Minority Affairs & Human Relations Commission – Representative of Religious Organizations 
and Ryan Wellmaker to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  
Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.     
 
Everyone was reminded of the City Council retreat scheduled on Friday, September 11, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Municipal Building West.  The public is invited to attend.  
 
The construction of the City’s new pumper fire truck will be online for viewing at www.ferrarafire.com.    
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council Member Moore urged everyone to go to a Facebook page, “Mt. Vernon Plans 2 Action” for information 
regarding projects ongoing in the City.   
 
Council Member Piper invited everyone to attend a community-wide Neighborhood Watch meeting on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building.   
 

 

http://www.ferrarafire.com/
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VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
     
Carmen Hughey Deichman, on behalf of Hughey Funeral Home, thanked the City Council for their approving 
the conditional use to allow a crematory at 1309 Harrison. 
 
Attorney Joshua Shirley, on behalf of Lucky’s Beer Wine & Spirits, South 10th Street, appeared to encourage 
the Council to adopt a limited consumption or pour liquor license to allow for video gaming in their store 
pursuant to the Video Gaming Act.     
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session was held. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Council 
Member McEnaney.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Jerilee Hopkins 
 City Clerk 


