
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Workshop Meeting 
Monday, September 22, 2014 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Workshop Meeting on Monday, September 22, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the City Hall, 1100 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Roll call showed present:  Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.  
Also present were City Manager Ron Neibert and City Clerk Jerilee Hopkins. Absent: Council Members 
Todd Piper and David Wood 
 

DISCUSSION OF THE SIGN ORDINANCE 
 

City Manager Neibert presented a copy of the sign ordinance with some proposed changes for Council’s 
consideration.   
 
Council Member David Wood entered the meeting.   
 
Council Member Wood stated he would like to invite both of the political parties to come in and comment 
on the ordinance regarding political signs. The Council agreed. He would also like to see a limit placed on 
the number of feet away a sign should be allowed from a polling place. A reasonable effective date 
regarding enforcement of the ordinance should also be discussed.   
 
Neibert stated that the proposal on the yard sale regulations was rather than having everyone make up 
their own signs and hanging them up, they come in and register for the yard sale, they give the City a 
$25.00 deposit and the City provides them with two signs; one for the nearest corner to their property 
and one at the property. A few days after the yard sale, they bring the signs back and receive their deposit 
back. This would ensure consistent, quality signs along with return of those signs. 
 

Mayor Chesley stated that there needed to be a little more consideration regarding putting the signs out 
as they are not secured and someone could take them. She is unsure about the $25.00 deposit fee and 
would like to see this discussed further.  
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Council Member Wood expressed the need to make Ordinance 21-126.3.4, referencing portable signs, 
read “30 consecutive days” instead of “30 days” or strike the item completely. Council would research 
further. 
 
City Manager Neibert presented to Council drafted information on some other signs that have been of 
question. Council Member Lash noted that a timeframe should be set for grand opening signs. Council 
Member Pipers recommendation per Neibert was to take the draft back to the Sign Committee after 
Council discussion for their input. Wood expressed his desire to move forward on the topic. Mayor Chesley 
stated that members of the political parties should be involved in the input process as well.  
 
Regarding the Temporary Banners, Council Member Wood felt that 130 days was too long a period for 
banners to be displayed and would like to discuss further. Council would like Neibert to ask the Sign 
Committee for a recommendation for applications of temporary banners in for-profit circumstances and 
not-for-profit circumstances.  
 
Regarding Temporary Signs/Balloons, Mayor Chesley, wanted to be sure visuals were included for each 
type of sign. Neibert stated they would be included in the final draft. 
 
Regarding Avenue Flags, Council suggested these be allowed during Grand Openings and one special event 
not to exceed thirty days a year seeing what the sign committee said. Council agreed on a provision in the 
Ordinance that any existing banners of these types currently up would be grandfathered for a period of 
one year from the effective date of the Ordinance. 
 
Regarding Light Pole Banners, Council Member McEnaney was concerned about the placement of banners 
on drives outside of the parking lot areas and Wood added the need for limitation on the number of signs 
allowed. 
 
Regarding Sky Buster Balloons, Council Members McEnaney and Lash agreed they should be used as a 
Grand Opening/Temporary type of sign. Council Member Wood stated that as far as he was concerned 
the item could be struck. 
 

      EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Council went into Executive Session to discuss Land Acquisition and Personnel. 
 

          ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council Member Wood made a motion to adjourn the City Council Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by 
Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.   Absent: Piper  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


