
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 

Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, October 6, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
City Clerk Secretary Lindsay Burris called the meeting to order.  Nominations for Mayor Pro Tem were 
requested due to Mayor Mary Jane Chesley’s absence.  Council Member Dennis McEnaney nominated Council 
Member Todd Piper as Mayor Pro Tem.  No second was necessary.  Yeas:  Council Member Ron Lash, Council 
Member Dennis McEnaney, and Council Member Todd Piper.  Nays:  0.  Absent:  Council Member David Wood 
and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.   
 
The Invocation was given by Rev. Ron Lash. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney and Todd Piper.  Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley and Council Member David Wood were absent. 
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the September 15, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting and the September 22, 2014 City Council 
Workshop Meeting were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections. Council Member 
Lash made a motion to approve the Journal as presented.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: 
Lash, McEnaney, and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley.   
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member 
McEnaney asked City Finance Director Merle Hollmann for clarification on the following item:  Item #1 AAA 
Living – Hour Media - $3,000.00 – AAA Living advertising in the September/October issue for the Tourism 
Department.  Item #3 Amalgamated Bank of Chicago - $575,147.50 – bond payments.  This represents the 
semiannual bond payment due on the 2010 bonds.   Item #14 Fire Pension Fund - $7,323.39 – 2013-2014 
Personal Property Replacement Tax and Item #37 Policemen’s Pension Fund - $6,360.17 – 2013-2014 Personal 
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Property Replacement Tax.  The City is obligated to make up any shortfall from personal property replacement 
taxes if the City is unable to collect what is levied for the Fire and Police Pension Funds.  Item #18 Guinzy 
Construction - $328,831.39 – South 34th Street reconstruction and the additional East/West roadway.  Concrete 
is poured for the south bound lane on 34th Street and earth work is complete on the east west roadway.  Item 
#43 Thomas Dodge of Highland - $140,682.00 – six Dodge Chargers for Police Department.  Police Chief Chris 
Deichman stated that five of the cars are on the streets and the sixth will be by the end of the week.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in 
the amount of $2,257,302.46.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, and Piper.  Absent:  
Wood and Chesley.   

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

City Engineer Brad Ruble presented for Council’s consideration Bid Results for the Richview Road Sidewalk 
Project from 27th Street to 24th Street.  Three bids were received from six plan holders.  Review of all submitted 
paper work reflected that Moniger Excavating Co. Inc. is the low bidder in the amount of $389,444.45.  Ruble 
recommended that Moniger be awarded the bid.   
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Council Member Lash made a motion to approve the lowest bid from Moniger Excavating Co., Inc. of Moro, 
IL, in the amount of $389,444.45.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, and 
Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley 
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

City Projects Manager Nathan McKenna presented the following report:   

 
McKenna reported that the Illinois Department of Transportation will be removing their brown signs but the 
blue “H” hospital signs will remain in place.  He will inquire about the timeline for removal of the brown signs 
and inform the Council.  The City’s logo or finial are placed on the single post signs only.   
 
Council requested that the grant amounts, including the City’s portion, be included on the monthly reports.   
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City Engineer Brad Ruble presented the following reports: 

 
Council requested the total number of rights-of-way to be acquired in connection with the North 27th/Old 
Union Road project.   
 
Ruble noted there are two parcels of land to be acquired in connection with the Perkins Avenue project – one 
right-of-way and one temporary easement. 
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Ruble noted that the City must obtain a judgment order from the Circuit Court in order to place a pedestrian 
railroad crossing because it is considered a new crossing even though there is a road crossing and the railroad 
won’t agree to a new crossing.   
 

PARTIAL ROAD CLOSING 
 

Hollmann presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Partially Close 34th Street, Jamison 
and Water Tower Place on October 25, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for the Illinois Alzheimer’s Association 
5k Color Walk/Run.  Christy Simpson, RN, of the Mt. Vernon Health Care Center appeared.  For more 
information on the event call 618-242-1064.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion Approve a Request for Permission to Partially Close 34th Street, Jamison 
and Water Tower Place on October 25, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for the Illinois Alzheimer’s 
Association 5k Color Walk/Run.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, and Piper.  
Absent:  Wood and Chesley. 
 

FY 2013-14 AUDIT REPORT 
 

Greg Charlton and Jim Leuty of Krehbiel & Associates presented an outline of the fiscal year audit report for 
2013-2014.  Charlton noted that the City employees they work with on the audit are always accommodating.  
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Once again the City received an unqualified audit opinion with no findings which is the best that can be 
achieved.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.     
 
 
Hollmann noted that the biggest highlight of the audit is the fact that the City anticipated and budgeted for a 
$600,000.00 deficit in the General Corporate Fund and ended the fiscal year with a surplus of $108,521.00.  
Revenues were slightly higher than expected but expenditures were held to an amount lower than anticipated.   
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CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney David Leggans presented for Council’s consideration the Second Reading on Ordinance 
Authorizing Annexation of Property Located at the SW Corner of 34th and Veterans Memorial Drive.  The 
Petitioning Party is Star Investment Group.  This right of way is owned by Vic Cusumano who is looking to 
develop the property adjacent to the new hospital.  An east/west road will be constructed on the property 
from the hospital to South 34th Street. 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2014-30 Authorizing Annexation of 
Property Located at the SW Corner of 34th and Veterans Memorial Drive.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  
Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley. 
 

City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading on Ordinance Declaring Certain 

Real Property as Surplus.  Below is a list of city owned lots recently acquired through legal proceedings.  

Four of the five lots are vacant, having recently had the structures demolished. The fifth property has a 

residential dwelling that has potential to be sold and rehabilitated.  

 Property ID # 477  

Lot 1 in J.R. Allen's Subdivision of Lot 1, Block 5, in MT. Vernon Brick Company's Addition to the City of Mt. 

Vernon; Jefferson County, Illinois; commonly known as 1201 Forest, Mt. Vernon, Illinois; and having PIN 07-31-

435-021  
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 Property ID #474  

Lot 24 of Philo Gilbert's Addition to the City of Mt. Vernon, Jefferson County, Illinois; commonly known as 502 

South 15th Street, Mt. Vernon, Illinois; and having PIN: 07-31-232-002  

•  Property ID #475  

Lot 39 in Casey and Gilbert's Addition, except the coal underlaying the surface, all situated in the City of Mt. 
Vernon, Jefferson County, Illinois; commonly known as 1112 Wescott, Mt. Vernon, Illinois; and having PIN: 07-
32-351-016  

• Property ID #478  

Lot 309 in City Park Addition to the City of Mt. Vernon, Jefferson County, Illinois; commonly known as 1002 South 

23rd Street, Mt. Vernon, Illinois; and having PIN: 07-31-331-002  

 Property ID # 484  

Lot 15 in Brooksland Heights Subdivision to the City of Mt. Vernon, Jefferson County, Illinois; commonly 

known as 2211 Casey Avenue and having PIN 07-31-126-009  

 

FIRST READ ONLY. 
 

 

City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading on Ordinance Declaring Certain 
Property as Surplus.   Mike Shannon, Fleet Services Director, identified the following vehicles to be declared as 
surplus: 

 #216  1993 Ford Crew Cab pickup VIN 2FTJW35M8PCB10930 

 #311  1998 Jeep Cherokee VIN 1J4FJ2858WL226892 

 Police Department 2005 Ford Explorer VIN IFMZU73WX5ZA07377 
 

FIRST READ ONLY. 
 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration the First Reading on Ordinance Amending Article 
13, Section 13.8 of the Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Open Burning, as follows: 
 

No person within the City of Mt. Vernon shall burn any leaves on any date or at any 
time, nor shall any person within the City of Mt. Vernon burn any landscape waste 
except (i) as hereinafter provided and (ii) except sticks, limbs, and logs as permitted 
within subparagraph (a) above on any date or at any time; provided, however, that  
in the event of an emergency or other special circumstance, the burning of landscape 
waste may be authorized for a definite period of time by the City Manager upon the 
written recommendation of the Fire Chief of the Mt. Vernon Fire Department, or by 
the Mayor by written declaration, or by the City Council by resolution. In addition, 
individuals who own five or more acres of contiguous property may burn landscape 
waste, excluding leaves, within the confines of their respective property, provided 
that only landscape waste which is generated from that property shall be burned; 
and individuals in possession of a valid permit issued by an agency of the State of 
Illinois or of the United States authorizing the burning of landscape waste may burn 
landscape waste in accordance with the terms of the permit. 
 

Council Member McEnaney requested that the Second Read include restrictions regarding the time allowed to 
burn on large tracts of land.  
 
 FIRST READ ONLY. 
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City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Authorizing Execution of Law 
Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement and the Existence and Formation of the Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm 
System (ILEAS) by Intergovernmental Cooperation.  Police Chief Chris Deichman advised that the ILEAS is a 
multi-jurisdictional group that is bound by a mutual aid contract.  Officers from other departments would come 
to the City to assist in case of an emergency situation as part of this agreement.  In turn, the City would send 
our officers to other jurisdictions if the need arises.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing Execution of Law 
Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement and the Existence and Formation of the Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm 
System (ILEAS) by Intergovernmental Cooperation.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, 
McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley. 
  
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Change in Scope of 
Services with Heneghan and Associates Regarding Richview Road Sidewalk/Storm Sewer Project.  The cost will 
be an additional $9,000.00.  The water line in question will be moved to the north side of the road.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve a Resolution Approving Change in Scope of Services with 
Heneghan and Associates Regarding Richview Road Sidewalk/Storm Sewer Project.  Seconded by Council 
Member McEnaney. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley. 
 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Execution of Financial 
Assistance Grant with the U.S. Department of Commerce E.D.A.  Finance Director Hollmann advised that the 
City has been awarded a $3.25 million grant which will enable the City, along with City funds, to provide for the 
construction of road, water and sewer infrastructure that serves a 100-acre industrial park in the City of Mt. 
Vernon.  The City’s share is $4 million from the bonds issued in 2012.  There are only 25 undeveloped acres left 
in the Rolland W. Lewis Industrial Park.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve a Resolution Approving Execution of Financial 
Assistance Grant with the U.S. Department of Commerce E.D.A.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  
Lash, McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley.   
 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Requesting Authorization from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation for Temporary Closure of Certain Streets on December 6, 2014 for the 
Annual Christmas Parade.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve a Resolution Requesting Authorization from the Illinois 
Department of Transportation for Temporary Closure of Certain Streets on December 6, 2014 for the Annual 
Christmas Parade.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  
Wood and Chesley.   
 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Electrical Service 
Agreement with Homefield Energy.   The City entered into an extended agreement for electric service for City-
owned buildings and facilities.  This is not the residential rate charged to the citizens of Mt. Vernon.   
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Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving Electrical Service Agreement 
with Homefield Energy.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  
Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration an Inducement Resolution with D2 Development, 
LLC regarding Property Located Within the Downtown TIF District.  David Null, a property developer from 
Birmingham, AL, is planning a new housing project to be located on the old Mt. Vernon Motel property.  He 
plans to erect single family detached homes.     
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve an Inducement Resolution with D2 Development, LLC 
regarding Property Located Within the Downtown TIF District.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Lash, 
McEnaney and Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley.   
 
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving Contract with Verizon 
Regarding Cell Phone Services.     
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to adopt a Resolution Approving Contract with Verizon Regarding Cell 
Phone Services.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Piper.  Yeas:  Wood 
and Chesley.   
   

MAYOR 
 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois recognizes that no -community is immune from natural hazards 

whether it be earthquake, wildfire, flood, winter storms, drought, heat wave, or dam failure and recognizes the 

importance enhancing its ability to withstand natural hazards as well as the importance of reducing the human 

suffering, property damage, interruption of public services and economic losses caused by those hazards; and 

WHEREAS, major earthquakes pose a particular, significant, and ongoing threat to the entire Mt. Vernon region; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City has a responsibility to promote earthquake preparedness internally as well as with the 

public and plan appropriately for earthquake-related disasters; and 

 

-  WHEREAS, the protection of City employees will allow them to facilitate the continuity of government and 

assist the public following a major earthquake event; and 

 
WHEREAS, community resiliency to earthquakes and other disasters depends on the preparedness levels of all 
stakeholders in the community -individuals, families, schools, community organizations, faith-based 
organizations, nonprofits, businesses, and government; and 

 
WHEREAS, by participating in The Great Central U.S. Shakeout on October 16, 2014, the City of Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois has the opportunity to join and support all Illinois residents in strengthening community and 
regional resiliency ; and 

 

WHEREAS, by supporting The Great Central U.S. ShakeOut, the City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois can utilize 

the information on www .ShakeOut.org/central us to educate its residents regarding actions to protect life and 

property, including mitigating structural and non-structural hazards and participating in earthquake drills; and 
 

WHEREAS, by registering at www .ShakeOut. org/ce ntralus, City employees can participate in the 
ShakeOut "Drop, Cover, and Hold on" earthquake drill on October 16, 2014 at 10:16 a.m., and 
encourage the public, schools, businesses, and other community stakeholders to also register to participate. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois hereby approves 
participating in the Great Central U.S. ShakeOut hereto by taking time to recognize and acknowledge 
the importance of preparing our City for the purposes of building a safer community and reducing the loss 
of lives and property from a major earthquake event by taking proactive steps today. 

In witness whereof I here hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of this city be affixed. 

Mayor Mary Jane Chesley 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

City Council made no comments. 
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Diane Lentz resides on the east side of town.  She appreciates the City Council reviewing the burn ban to allow 
for burning on large acreage.  
 
Rex Cusumano appeared representing the Downtown Mt. Vernon Development Corporation and thanked the 
City and the developer for the housing project at the old Mt. Vernon Motel site.   
 
Helen Hamilton, 625 Seville Dr., appeared to state that she owns three acres and she is concerned about not 
being able to burn fallen branches.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session was held. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, 
McEnaney Piper.  Absent:  Wood and Chesley. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 

     City Clerk 


