
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Special Meeting 

Wednesday, October 15, 2014 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Special Meeting on Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at the City Hall, 1100 
Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present:  Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.  Also present were City Manager Ron Neibert and City Clerk Jerilee Hopkins. 
 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/TARP GRANT AGREEMENT 
 
City Manager Ron Neibert presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution authorizing execution of the Economic 
Development/TARP Grant Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation.  This agreement is a supplemental 
grant to construct roadways into the new industrial park.  IDOT will reimburse the City for eligible Economic Development 
program construction costs and engineering costs of the project subject to a maximum of $1,285,602.00.  There is 
$85,000.00 to be applied solely to construction costs through the TARP (Truck Access Road Program).  The total of the grant 
is $1.37 million.     
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing execution of the Economic 
Development/TARP Grant Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation.  Seconded by Council Member 
Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
 
 

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS 
NEW INDUSTRIAL PARK 

 
Neibert presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution authorizing execution of Real Estate Purchase Agreements with 
RF & CG, LLC and Brian Grothwahl.  The City’s obligation to purchase is contingent upon acquisition by a tax exempt Like-
Kind Exchange of approximately 100 acres in Jefferson County, Illinois, for the new industrial park from Barnard Farms, LLC 
and BHM Farms, LLC for two parcels of property in Shelby County, Illinois, totaling 120 acres.  The cost of the land is $1.5 
million with $250,000.00 amortized over five years totaling $1.75 million. 
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing execution of the Real Estate Purchase 
Agreements with RF & CG, LLC and Brian Grothwahl.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley.   
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FIRST QUARTER BUDGET REVIEW 

 
 

Neibert noted that the he is very pleased with the increase in revenues in the GENERAL CORPORATE FUND for this quarter.  
The reopening of Interstate 57 after reconstruction made for easier access to shopping areas, and it is apparent that 
travelers are exiting here to use the services available.   
 
Actual revenues have decreased in the PUBLIC UTILITIES FUND caused by the reduction in water usage.  Expenditures are 
up and attributed to most of the work performed by the Public Utilities Department being completed in the first quarter of 
the fiscal year.  This pattern is typical for this quarter.   
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The increase in the 1% SALES TAX receipts over the previous year-to-date is 5.2% and 5.9% over the current year-to-date 
budget.  The 5.2% increase represents about $90,000.00 and a $9 million increase in retail sales in the City.  The 5.9% 
increase over budget represents about $100,000.00. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(including automobile sales) 
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The increase in the 1% HOME RULE SALES TAX receipts over the previous year-to-date is 2.7% and 3.4% over the current 
year-to-date budget.  The 2.7% increase represents about $33,000.00 and a $3.3 million increase in retail sales in the City.  
The 3.4% increase over budget represents about $42,000.00. 
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The increase in the STATE INCOME TAX receipts over the previous year-to-date is 0.5% and a decrease of -2.5% under the 
current year-to-date budget.  These percentages are calculated on the State’s economy and not on Jefferson County’s or 
the City’s economy.   
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The increase in the 1% FOOD & BEVERAGE TAX receipts over the previous year-to-date is 5.8% and 6.6% over the current 
year-to-date budget.  The 5.8% increase represents about $13,000.00.   
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The increase in the 2 CENT DIESEL FUEL TAX receipts over the previous year-to-date is 16.0% and 14.8% over the current 
year-to-date budget.  The 16.0% increase represents about $27,000.00.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Council Member Wood made a motion for Executive Session in order to discuss personnel, land acquisition and litigation.  
Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to adjourn the City Council Special Meeting.  Seconded by Council Member 
McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.     
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


