
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Special City Council Meeting 
Thursday, October 15, 2015 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Special Meeting on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 
1100 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Roll call showed present:  Council Members Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.  Absent:  Council Member Jeff May.  Also present were Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, 
Finance Director Merle Hollmann and Nathan McKenna, Assistant to City Manager.   
 
 
 
Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration the Second Reading of An Ordinance Approving Fire Truck 
Revolving Loan Program Loan Agreement and Appropriating Funds for Payment of said Loan Agreement.  This 
loan is for the maximum $350,000.  The Ordinance identifies the funding source for the payment on the 
additional loan as required; that payments shall be made from the City of Mt. Vernon General Corporate Capital 
Projects Fund; from the Food and Beverage Tax; by the Diesel Motor Fuel Tax; and by the Telecommunications 
Infrastructure Maintenance Fee. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-35 Approving Fire Truck Revolving Loan 
Program Loan Agreement and Appropriating Funds for Payment of said Loan Agreement.  Seconded by 
Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  May.   
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BUDGET REVIEW 
 

Hollmann presented several spreadsheets reflecting the financial status of the City for the first four months of 
fiscal year 2015-2016.   
 
Council Member Jeff May arrived at the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
The City projected the General Corporate Operating Working Fund Balance as of the end of the fiscal year to be 
$3,850,847.  The actual balance was $3,959,289 which is $108,442 better than projected.  The originally 
budgeted operating deficit for FY 2015-2016 is $(841,141) but as of August 31st there is an operating surplus of 
$131,037.  The projected deficit of $(270,000) is actually only $(13,883).   
 
Hollmann reported that the City has not received their portion of Motor Fuel Tax since June.  State Income Tax 
is running a month behind but that is not unusual.  The Local Use Tax is one month behind, and the Video Gaming 
Tax is two months behind.   
 
The City projected the Public Utilities Operating Working Fund Balance as of April 30, 2015 to be $543,291.  The 
actual balance was $638,356 which is $95,065 better than projected.  The originally budgeted operating surplus 
for FY 2015-2016 is $38,393 but as of August 31st there is an operating deficit of $(23,516).    
 
The following spreadsheets represent the capital items approved for budget year 2015-2016.  $434,763.00 is 
being transferred to the Capital Projects Fund to make purchases in the coming year.   
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$5,497,000 was budgeted for the 1% Sales Tax.  The City is on pace to collect approximately $5.6 million.   
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$3,674,000 was budgeted for the 1% Home Rule Sales Tax, and it is on pace as anticipated. 
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The State Income Tax is collected state-wide and then distributed to municipalities according to their population 
– a state-shared revenue.  The budgeted amount for FY 2015-2016 is $1,560,000.                                                                                              
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The budgeted amount for the 1% Food & Beverage Tax is $679,100. 
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The budgeted amount for the 2 Cent Diesel Fuel Tax is $587,900.   
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The following is a comparative analysis regarding fiscal policies for the City and surrounding communities.  The 
City’s fiscal policy is one month’s expenses.  As of the end of last fiscal year, the City had 3.47 times their fiscal 
policy.   

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn the Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Council 
Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.     
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


