
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 

Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, October 20, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
The Invocation was given by Don Bigham. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, David Wood and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.  Council Member Todd Piper was absent. 
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journal for the October 6, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting was presented to Council for any additions, 
deletions or corrections. Council Member Lash made a motion to approve the Journal as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Wood.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval. Council Member 
McEnaney asked City Manager, Ron Neibert, for clarification on the following items:  Item #8 Geograph 
Industries, Inc.-$17,752.13-Final Payment for fabrication and installation of Way-finding signage. Ron Neibert 
confirmed that Phase 1 of the project was complete and that additional signage for different locations would 
be reviewed in the overall Council Retreat Review of the Comprehensive Plan. Item #10 HMG, Inc.-$19,264.75-
Ambassador Road Sanitary Sewer Project ($18,260.59) and S 34th St. & Veterans Design Project ($1,004.16). The 
34th Street Project is under construction and the Sanitary Sewer Project is proceeding on schedule. Item #15 
Jefferson County Development Corp-$50,000.00-2nd Distribution of funds per 14/15 Budget. This was the second 
payment of the $150,000.00 contribution to JCDC to conduct economic development activities for the City. In 
addition to the $150,000.00, JCDC raised an additional $90,000.00 in order to support the activities of economic 
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development which have been very successful. Council Member McEnaney requested that the new JCDC 
Executive Director come and give Council a report at an appropriate time. Item #21 Planning Design Studio, LLC-
$21,744.74-Design and bid documents for Lincoln Park East Addition. Design functions were proceeding and as 
soon as the crops were out of the field they would be doing some testing and well on the way to getting that 
project on schedule. Item #25 T Ham Sign Company-$5,916.90-Balance on LED sign at Muni West. The sign 
looked great was functioning as it should.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the 
amount of $904,365.37.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  
Absent:  Piper.   
 

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

None. 
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager Neibert presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Authorization to Seek Bids for 
Richview Road Sidewalk 12th-24th and 42nd Street from Broadway to Veterans.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Request for Authorization to Seek Bids for 
Richview Road Sidewalk 12th-24th and 42nd Street from Broadway to Veterans.  Seconded by Council Member 
Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY 
 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented for Council’s consideration the Second Reading on Ordinance Declaring 
Certain Real Property as Surplus. The following property numbers are included: Property ID #477, 474, 475, 478, 
and 484. 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2014-31 Declaring Certain Real Property 
as Surplus.  Seconded by Council Member Wood.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper.   
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration the Second Reading on Ordinance Declaring Certain 
Property as Surplus. Police of Chief, Chris Deichman, stepped forward and spoke regarding the abandoned and 
unclaimed property auction stating that it was set for November 8, 2014 at the 1-64 Auction Company at the 
Woodlawn, IL exit.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2014-32 Declaring Certain Property as 
Surplus. Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper.   
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration the Second Reading on Ordinance Amending Article 
13, Section 13.8 of the Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Open Burning. Council discussed.   
 
Paul Martin of Bishop Avenue and Old Centralia Road stepped forward and expressed his concern of not being 
able to burn on his property. He had two and half acres with around 152 trees and honeysuckle bush he was 
clearing. He appreciated the opportunity to express his concerns to Council. 
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Steven Casper stepped forward and stated that the City started the burn ban due to health issues and now was 
trying to do a work around for those who were land rich. The City created a burn ban due to health issues and 
need to think about that before passing work arounds on the burn ban.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve Ordinance 2014-33 Amending Article 13, Section 13.8 of 
the Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Open Burning. Seconded by Council Member Lash.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to amend the Ordinance Amending Article 13, Section 13.8 of the 
Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Open Burning to eliminate any reference to the five acre provision 
with the understanding that a resident would have to go before the EPA to get a permit, and if so issued that 
permit, they could burn non-recreational fires in the City. Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas: Lash and 
McEnaney. Nay: Wood and Chesley. Absent: Piper. Motion Failed.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve Ordinance 2014-33 Amending Article 13, Section 13.8 of 
the Revised Code of Ordinances Regarding Open Burning to include the words “or permitted in various places” 
after the words recreational fire particularly as relates to sub paragraphs B, C, E, F, G & H and two places in 
previous areas. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley. Absent: 
Piper 
 
Council Member McEnaney wanted to clarify that he thought this was a good step, clarifying the paragraph, but 
he was still against the five-acre provision. He was trying to limit the burning as much as possible. 
 
Yeas: Lash, Wood and Chesley. Nay: McEnaney. Absent: Piper 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration an Ordinance Rezoning Property Located at 3906 
West Broadway from the Zoning Classification B-2 to I-1. Petitioning Party: Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
This was recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission 6/0.  
 
Brad Austin, the Purchasing Director for Tri-County Electric stepped forward and spoke regarding the fuel 
storage tanks. Assistant Fire Chief, Kevin Sargent, came out to the site and referenced him to Nathan McKenna 
regarding a possible zoning change, noting there was ample space for the above ground storage tanks and would 
meet all the requirements set forth by the Illinois State Fire Marshall.  
 
Council Member McEnaney applauded Tri-County Electric in taking a forward look and thinking not only of the 
operation of the facility, but also for their neighbors and that was appreciated.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2014-34 Rezoning Property Located at 
3906 West Broadway from the Zoning Classification B-2 to I-1. Petitioning Party: Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. Seconded by Council Member Wood. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  
Piper. 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Granting a Conditional Sign Permit for 
Property at 602 S 42nd St. Suite A Broadway; Petitioning Party is Good Samaritan Hospital.  
 
Mary Ellen Bechtel from Good Samaritan Regional Health Center stepped forward and stated they were opening 
a Convenient Care facility and would like to have their own free standing LED sign on the property. Todd Ham 
from T Ham Sign Company came forward and clarified that the sign would be located on the north side of the 
property, north of the existing signs. This was approved at the Planning and Zoning meeting.  
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Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution Granting a Conditional Sign Permit for 
Property at 602 S 42nd St. Suite A Broadway. Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Wood 
and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Granting a Conditional Sign Permit for 
Property at 2424 Broadway; Petitioning Party is First Presbyterian Church.  
 
Todd Ham of T Ham Sign Company stepped forward and stated they were requesting a sign permit for a 
monument sign for First Presbyterian Church and asking for an electronic message center in that location. There 
were no objectors at the Planning and Zoning meeting.  
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Resolution Granting a Conditional Sign Permit for 
Property at 2424 Broadway. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney. Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and 
Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 
City Attorney Howard presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Authorizing Conditional Acceptance of 
HMG Proposal Regarding Inspection Services for Park Plaza Property.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing Conditional Acceptance of 
HMG Proposal Regarding Inspection Services for Park Plaza Property. Seconded by Council Member Lash. 
Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 

    MAYOR 
 

Mayor Chesley reported that the reopening of Time Square Mall was fantastic. It was fun and showed teamwork 
between Sansone Group and Pine Tree Commercial Realty and the City of Mt. Vernon in revamping an old 1970’s 
mall.  
 
Chesley stated that Fall Fest was outstanding. She was impressed by the parade and the number of entries and 
the events along 9th Street. It was good to see people and families come out young and old and enjoy the events. 
She sincerely thanked everyone who made it possible and the time and effort it took to make it such a successful 
event.  

 
CITY COUNCIL 
 

City Council had no comments. 
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Bobby Farris stepped forward and asked what the City was going to do about all the shootings. Mayor Chesley 
stated the police were down there working and mentioned that if people witness something to call Crime 
Stoppers to help get it stopped.  
 
Steven Casper stepped forward and expressed his dissatisfaction with the City buying land in Shelby County in 
order to swap it out for land in Mt. Vernon.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

No Executive Session.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, 
Wood and Chesley.  Absent:  Piper. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


