
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Monday, October 26, 2015 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Monday, October 26, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 
1100 Main Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
 
 
         CALL TO ORDER 

 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.  
Absent: Council Members Jeff May and Todd Piper.  Piper plans to meet the group at the Armory.  Also present 
were Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann, Assistant to the City Manager 
Nathan McKenna, Inspector Kevin Gatewood, Tourism Director Bonnie Jerdon and City Clerk Jerilee Hopkins.  
 
 

  VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUEST/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No visitors spoke at the meeting.   
 
 

TOUR AND DISCUSSION OF ARMORY 
 

Mayor Chesley announced that the workshop meeting will move to the Armory located at South 7th Street and 
Broadway for a tour of the facility.  McKenna will post this information on the Council Chamber Room doors should 
a member of the public be running late to attend the workshop.    

 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn to the Armory.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  
Council Member McEnaney requested an update and discussion on the facility before adjourning to the Armory.   
 
Bonnie Jerdon led the discussion as to improvements already made such as a new roof and windows as well as the 
asbestos abatement in the amount of approximately $500,000 from a previous Tourism grant.  McKenna reminded 
the Council that the City applied for a Department of Natural Resources grant in the amount of $1.5 million; 
however, it is unlikely that the City will receive this grant because Governor Rauner has placed a hold on all State 
grants.  Bechtel noted that the purpose of the tour is to assist Council in determining what next steps will be taken 
at the Armory.      

 
Yeas:  McEnaney, Moore and Chesley.  Absent:  May and Piper.   
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Roll call was again taken at the Armory as follows:  Present for the tour were Council Members McEnaney, Moore, 
Piper and Mayor Chesley.  Council Member May was absent.  Also present were Interim City Manager Mary Ellen 
Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann, Assistant to the City Manager Nathan McKenna, Inspector Kevin 
Gatewood, Tourism Director Bonnie Jerdon and City Clerk Jerilee Hopkins. 
 
The tour ended at approximately 5:05 p.m. 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn the Armory tour and return to the City Hall to finish the 
Workshop.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  Absent:  May.   
 
The City Council Workshop Meeting reconvened at City Hall after touring the Armory.  The following were 
present:  Council Members McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Mayor Chesley.  Absent:  Council Member May.   
 

DISCUSSION ON ENTERPRISE ZONE BENEFITS 
 
Bechtel noted that the City recently was awarded a renewal of the Mt. Vernon/Jefferson County Enterprise Zone.  
The old Enterprise Zone expires June 30, 2016.  The new Zone includes a parcel for Waltonville, Dix, Mt. Vernon 
and Jefferson County.  Property chosen to be in the Zone is limited to 13 square miles.  It was necessary to carve 
out some residential area in order to get all of the industrial areas in the Zone.  Three maps of the zone were 
presented.  The following is a list of zone benefits.  Bechtel suggested proposed changes in red and italicized.          

Enterprise Zone Benefits:  

 Building Permit Fee Waiver 

 Sales Tax Waiver on building materials purchased within the State of Illinois  

  Property Tax abatement on improvements determined as follows:  

Manufacturing/Distribution:  

 Definition: Warehousing and Distribution which includes examples such as Walgreens Distribution and NAPA. Benefits are not 
extended to distribution which consists of a terminal for transferring goods from one form of transportation to another form of 
transportation.  

 Projects valued at $5 million or more or projects creating 100% or more jobs, 100% property taxes on the improvements will 
be abated for ten (10) years.  

 Projects valued at under $5 million and more than $1 million, 100% property taxes on the improvements will be abated for 
three (3) years.  

 Projects valued at under $1 million receive 100% property tax abatement the first year and 50% property tax 
abatement the second year.  

Medical:  

 Definition: Hospitals, doctor's offices, medical clinics.  

 Hospitals will receive 100% property tax abatement on the improvements for three (3) years.  

 Doctor's offices and Clinics will received 100% property tax abatement upon the improvement for the first year and 50% 

property tax abatement on the improvements the second year.  

 Medical Offices and clinics receive 100% property tax abatement on the improvements for five (5) years.  

Commercial:  

 Definition: Any industry not described above, including but not limited to wholesale and retail (selling goods or services directly 
to the public); such as, restaurants, storage facilities, financial services, outside sales, clothing stores, food stores, insurance, 
pharmacies, medical appliances stores, lumber yards, gas stations, hotels/motels, auto sales, furniture stores, entertainment 
establishments, bars, grocery stores, and market rate multi-family with 10 more units, etc.  

 Commercial projects are eligible for 100% property tax abatement on the improvement the first year and 50% property tax 
abatement on the improvement the second year.  
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 Commercial projects investing up to $2,999,999 million receive three (3) years 100% property tax abatement. 

 Commercial Projects investing $3 million and over receive 5 years 100% property tax abatement.  

Jonathan Hallberg, JCDC Director, prepared the following comparative analysis of enterprise zones in 
the region: 

Bechtel suggested that the Council consider adding market rate multi-family housing with ten or more units that 
could receive a property tax abatement. This could be something to attract residential housing developers.   
 
Bechtel reminded Council that the City is required to obtain approval from each of the 16 taxing bodies in the 
Enterprise Zone before the end of the year.  Time is of the essence.  Council Member McEnaney expressed his 
approval of the proposed changes.     

       EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session. 

 
         ADJOURNMENT 

 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Moore. Yeas:  
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley. Absent: May.          
 
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 

      City Clerk 


