
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, November 5, 2012 

MINUTES 
 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, November 5, 2012, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by a Council Member Ron Lash.                              
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Ron Lash, Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper, David Wood and 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.   
 

PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the September 10, 2012 City Council Workshop Meeting and September 25, 2012 City 
Council Workshop Meeting were presented to Council for any additions, deletions or corrections. 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Journal as presented. Seconded by Council 
Member Piper.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley.  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
Approval of Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for Approval. 
Council Member McEnaney asked for an update on Item #1 Baxmeyer Construction, Inc. - $889,710.92 – 
South Davidson and Veterans West roadway extension.  Great progress is occurring on this project.  
Item # 6 FGM Architects, Inc. - $28,266.28 – construction documents for bidding on the Aquatics facility.  
Dirt is already moving at the construction site.  Item #8 Heneghan and Associates, P.C. - $13,527.50 – 
CTNA Truck Route ($930.00) is final payment; 34th Street ($2,500.00) Construction has ceased for the 
winter.  The contractor felt he couldn’t complete the next phase of the project before the potential for 
bad weather and will resume when they feel weather is appropriate.  They are still within construction 
timeframes for completion; and Bike Trail ($10,097.50) the Casey School Project is under construction 
starting on the north side of Broadway beside the walkway.  Item #12 Jax Asphalt - $60,894.84 – MFT 
materials for various MFT projects ($55,763.59) for South 19th Street project and Rushton Drive paving, 
roller rental for Public Works Department ($500.00) and rock for Public Utilities Department ($4,631.25).  
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Item #17 MidAmerican Energy Co. - $30,540.39 – electric bills for August.  The City has joined the 
Chamber of Commerce aggregation group.  Based on the bills the City is now receiving there will be an 
additional $40,000.00 per year savings based on the unit price that the group has received.  The group 
bid on a two year contract.  The other participants in the aggregation group will save $12,000 of the cost 
because of the City’s participation in the group.  Other Chamber of Commerce members can still join the 
aggregation group but may not receive the entire rate savings on the present contract.  Item #18 
Moniger Excavating, Inc. - $405,536.47 – 34th Street Construction.  Item #27 Rhutasel & Associates, Inc. - 
$16,669.40 – Safe Routes to School ($15,311.90) sidewalk project is well underway and trying to 
complete before the end of the year with landscaping in the spring; Veterans west sanitary sewer 
($837.50) and 34th Street ($520.00).  These represent final design payments.  There were several special 
checks written from 10/17/12 to 10/31/12.  The amount of the total vouchers is larger due to several 
capital projects and the Continental Spur project.  The spur project grant is being funneled through the 
City’s financial system and is completely funded by the state grant.  Also included is Jefferson County 
CDC – dewatering loan payment in the amount of $31,273.55 and early payoff of dewatering loan in the 
amount of $371,134.43.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in 
the amount of $4,074,500.40.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley.  

BIDS & QUOTES 
 

City Manager Neibert noted that only one bid was received for the Fleet Services overhead garage door.  
The bid was from Southern Illinois Door Co. in the amount of $7,977.00; it meets specifications and is 
within budget.  He recommended the bid be approved.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the low bid from Southern Illinois Door Co. for the 
overhead garage door in the amount of $7,977.00.  Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash, 
McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Manager Neibert noted that two bids were received for the Public Utilities 16,000 lb. trailer as 
follows: 

 DDS Trailer Sales, Teutopolis, IL  $11,535.00 

 Kaufman Trailers, Lexington, NC    $6,000.00 
 

The bid from DDS Trailer Sales was rejected due to not meeting bid specifications in two categories and 
over budget.  Kaufman Trailers’ bid of $6,000.00 meets specifications and is within budget.  He 
recommended the bid be approved.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve the bid from Kaufman Trailers for the 16,000 lb. 
trailer in the amount of $6,000.00.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, Piper, 
Wood and Chesley. 
  

CITY MANAGER 
 
City Manager Neibert presented for Council’s consideration a Request for Permission to Close Prairie 
Street from South 10th Street to Big Lots on November 10, 2012 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of the Eagles Car Show.  Paul Miller of the Eagles commented this is the first car show to be 
hosted by the Eagles.  He requested that they be allowed to use the field owned by the City that is 
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located just north of the Royal Inn, as well as across the street.  The City Manager expressed his concern 
about the lack of insurance coverage on the lots and stated that he would check with the City’s 
insurance carrier.  He asked the Council to approve the request for the street closing and also grant the 
Eagles permission to use the City owned property contingent on proper liability coverage for the City. 
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Request for Permission to Close Prairie Street 
from South 10th Street to Big Lots on November 10, 2012 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the purpose 
of the Eagles Car Show and also to grant the Eagles permission to use the City owned property 
contingent on proper liability coverage for the City.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: 
Lash, McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 
City Manager Neibert presented for Council’s Consideration a Request for Permission to Seek Bids for 
the Cleaning Services for City buildings.   Buildings included are the City Hall, Police Station, Muni West, 
and Public Works complex at 12th and Casey.  The present contract ends November 30, 2012.   
 
Council Member Wood made a motion to approve the Request for Permission to Seek Bids for 
Cleaning Services for City buildings.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney, 
Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
 
            CITY ATTORNEY 
 
No business was presented by the City Attorney.   
 
                 MAYOR 

Mayor Chesley noted that the City Update for November 2012 is available at City Hall, Muni West, 
various restaurants and businesses in town.  Some highlights in the update are the Groundsplashing for 
the Aquatic Zoo, the Fall Fest, the opening of the Summersville Fitness Trail.  Citizens may request copies 
of the Update by calling the Mayor’s Office at 242-5000.  They are also available online at the City’s 
website, www.mtvernon.com.   

CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council Member Piper reported on the recent Fall Fest held downtown on October 19, 20 & 21.  It is 
estimated that over 20,000 visitors attended throughout the three day event.  There were over 100 float 
entries and a dozen marching bands in the parade.  The airport provided three fly-overs; a helicopter, 
transport plan and a MIG jet. One young man who attended told his Dad it was the best day of his life.  
The Fall Fest will be held the third weekend of October annually.  The Mt. Vernon Festivals Committee 
met last Wednesday for a wrap-up meeting.  A great deal was learned from this year’s festival, and the 
committee hopes for bigger and better next year.  
 
Council Member Piper also reported that Jay Koch contacted the Festival Committee with an idea for the 
next City festival.  A few years ago he attended a Hoop Fest in Spokane, Washington that is promoted as 
the largest 3 on 3 basketball tournament on the planet.  Over 10,000 games of basketball were played 
with 28,000 players and about 300,000 plus visitors to downtown Spokane.  The annual budget for the 
Hoop Fest in Spokane is $1.7 million which generates $39 million for the region.  Mr. Koch believes there 
is interest and opportunity in the City for an outdoor 3 on 3 tournament.   
 

http://www.mtvernon.com/
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Council Member Piper contacted a local basketball legend, Max Hooper, and with his blessing and 
endorsement, named the tournament “The Max Hoopster Basketball Tournament”.  A regional 
basketball tournament that involves communities around Southern Illinois showcasing the legends of 
basketball in Southern Illinois such as Max Hooper, Jerry Sloan of McLeansboro, Doug Collins of Benton, 
is being proposed.  The festival will be scheduled in May and the courts for the 3 on 3 games will be 
located on the downtown streets.  The Festival Committee’s goal is to have 2,000 players of all ages on 
35 different courts for a 2½ day event.  Church groups, school groups, clubs, families, male and female, 
handicapped individuals are all invited to participate. The committee’s goal is to be the largest 3 on 3 
basketball tournament in the Midwest.  The URL address, www.maxhoopster.net, has been secured 
already.  Anyone interested may call the Tourism Department at 242-3251.  Another organizational 
meeting will be held next Thursday, November 15, 2012 at the Muni West Building at 5:00 p.m.   
   

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No comments from visitors. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

No Executive Session was held.         
 

      ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Council Member Lash.  Yeas: Lash 
McEnaney, Piper, Wood and Chesley. 
…. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 

http://www.maxhoopster.net/

