
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Workshop Meeting 

Monday, November 24, 2014 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Workshop Meeting on Monday, November 24, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the City Hall, 1100 Main Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present:  Council Members Dennis McEnaney, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.  
Also present were City Manager Ron Neibert, Projects Manager Nathan McKenna, Finance Director Merle 
Hollmann and City Clerk Jerilee Hopkins.  Absent: Council Members Ron Lash and David Wood. 
 
 

REVIEW OF CITY HALL WEST ENTRY DESIGN 
 

Projects Manager Nathan McKenna presented the proposed architecture design and plan prepared by 
Rick Kirkpatrick for the new west entry to City Hall.   Council agreed to consider neon lighting or LED 
lighting for the City’s branding logo.  Mayor suggested that the area surrounding the elevator be painted 
to coordinate with the new entry.  The estimated cost is $50,000.00.  The final plan will be presented to 
the Council at their next regular meeting then the project will go out for bid.    
 
 

SIX MONTH BUDGET REVIEW 
 

Neibert stated that the City is in excellent financial condition at this time.  The general corporate fund 
reflects actual revenues at 52.7% of budgeted and actual expenditures are at 48.5%.  The originally 
budgeted operating surplus is $(630,438) and the actual operating surplus after the 2nd quarter is 
$182,894. The public utilities fund reflects the actual revenues are at 50% and actual expenditures are at 
48.9%.   
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The 1% sales tax reflects a 5.8% increase over the previous year to date and a 6.6% increase over current 
year to date budget.   
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The 1% home rule sales tax reflects a 2.9% increase over the previous year to date and a 3.6% increase 
over current year to date budget.   
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The ½% home rule sales tax reflects a 2.9% increase over the previous year to date and a 3.6% increase 
over current year to date budget. 
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The state income tax reflects a 1.0% increase over the previous year to date and -2.0% under current year 
to date budget.  These numbers indicate that the City’s economy is doing well compared to the State’s.   
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The 1% food & beverage tax reflects a 6.4% increase over the previous year to date and a 7.3% increase 
over current year to date budget. 
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The 2 cent diesel fuel tax reflects a whopping 14.1% (approximately $30,000) increase over the previous 
year to date and a 12.9% increase over current year to date budget. 
 
 

 
 
Hollmann will modify this report to include policy fund balances for the general corporate, public utilities, 
the quality of life and economic development funds and will include the balances in future reports.   
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TAX LEVY 
 

Neibert noted that the City’s tax levy will have a zero percent increase for the 2014 tax levy payable in 
2015.  There are 81 City employees that are covered by IMRF; 29 Firefighter’s in the Firefighter’s Pension 
Fund; and 44 Police in the Police Pension Fund. 

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Council Member McEnaney made a motion to go to Executive session to discuss land acquisition and 
sale of real estate.  Seconded by Council Member Piper.  Yeas:  McEnaney, Piper, Chesley.  Absent: Lash 
and Wood. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Council Member 
Piper.  Yeas:  McEnaney, Piper, Chesley.  Absent: Lash and Wood. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


