
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
City Council Workshop Meeting 

Monday, November 25, 2013 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a City Council Workshop Meeting on Monday, November 25, 2013 at 
3:15 p.m. at the City Hall, 1100 Main Street, old Council Chambers, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present:  Council Members Ron Lash and Dennis McEnaney and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.  Council Members Wood and Piper were absent. Also present City Manager Ron Neibert, City 
Finance Director Merle Hollmann and City Clerk’s Secretary Lindsay Burris.  
 

BID RESULTS FOR DVR FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT’S VIDEO SYSTEM 
 

City Manager Ron Neibert reported that two bids were received for the DVR for the Police Department’s 
Video System. This system records all activity within the building and on the property. The cost will be 
covered by the City’s insurance due to damage from a lightning strike. The bids were as follows: 
 
 
 

 
Electronic Architects from Mt. Vernon, IL., submitted the low bid of $7,750.00. Neibert recommended 
the contract be awarded to Electronic Architects.   
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to accept the low bid from Electronic Architects in the amount 
of $7,750.00. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: 
Piper and Wood.    

 
MAYOR 

 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration the Resolution of Support for the Application to 
Illinois Housing Development Authority for the SFOOR Program Home Funds for a Housing Rehabilitation 
Grant. Neibert noted this is through the Crosswalk Action Agency. They have administered the Housing 
Rehabilitation programs. Typically they receive funding from two agencies on this, one from IHDA and 
the other application will come at a later date through the CDAP program.     
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Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution of Support for the Application 
to Illinois Housing Development Authority for the SFOOR Program Home Funds for a Housing 
Rehabilitation Grant.  Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: 
Piper and Wood.    
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading on Ordinance Rezoning Property 
Located at 17198 E. Fairfield Road from the Zoning Classification AG to R-M2. Petitioning Party: Donald 
and Deborah Coyle. The First Reading was held at the previous Council Meeting.   

 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve Ordinance #2013-36 Rezoning Property Located at 
17198 E. Fairfield Road from the Zoning Classification AG to R-M2.  Seconded by Council Member 
McEnaney. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: Piper and Wood.    
 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading on Ordinance Rezoning Property 
Located at 726 N. 8th Street from the Zoning Classification B-2 to R-2. Petitioning Party: Crystal Webster. 
The First Reading was held at the previous Council Meeting.  
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve Ordinance #2013-37 Rezoning Property 
Located at 726 N. 8th Street from the Zoning Classification B-2 to R-2. Seconded by Council Member 
Lash. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: Piper and Wood.    
 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading on Ordinance Amending Article 
21, Schedule of District Regulations, Class A-G, Allowing “Public Secondary Schools” as Permitted Use. 
The First Reading was held at the previous Council Meeting.  

 
Mt. Vernon Township High School’s Board of Education President, Carl Miller, stated that in order to get 
the school started they have to proceed with the reclassification and annexation process. They 
appreciate the City’s cooperation and help over the last couple of years and look forward to continuing 
that relationship until the school is complete. The groundbreaking is set to begin January 2014 and 
completion for May or June of 2015. This will provide the summer to get moved in and school to begin 
August of 2015. Bids for the project are due Thursday, December 5, 2013.  

 
Council Member Lash made a motion to approve Ordinance #2013-38 Amending Article 21, Schedule 
of District Regulations, Class A-G, Allowing “Public Secondary Schools” as Permitted Use. Seconded by 
Council Member McEnaney. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: Piper and Wood.    
 
Mayor Chesley presented for Council’s consideration a Second Reading on Ordinance Authorizing 
Annexation of Property Located at 2655 N. Wells Bypass; Petitioning Party is Mt. Vernon Township High 
School District No. 201. 

 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve Ordinance #2013-39 Authorizing Annexation of 
Property Located at 2655 N. Wells Bypass; Petitioning Party is Mt. Vernon Township High School 
District No. 201. Seconded by Council Member Lash. Yeas:  Lash, McEnaney and Chesley. Absent: Piper 
and Wood.    
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QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW 
 

City Manager Ron Neibert and Finance Director Merle Hollmann presented the Second Quarter Budget 
Review as of October 31, 2013.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neibert stated that the City’s health insurance is being renewed and the City anticipates the renewal to 
be a reduction in insurance costs by at least 20 percent in actual costs. The City has paid out less in 
claims than anticipated. There should be a big improvement in the deficit come the third quarter.  
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City Manager Neibert concluded that the deficit in sales tax is still within the guidelines of what the City 
wants to receive. A portion of the decrease is due to the interstate construction which should be ending 
by Wednesday. Mayor Chesley expressed that she would like to compare Mt. Vernon’s property tax 
rates with other nearby communities and in relationship with the sales tax. She wants to clarify that the 
City does not receive all or most of the property tax. Neibert stated that the City’s portion of the tax bills 
run right around 11 or 12 percent. She would like to express this in an update to let people know that 
the City is not getting the whole amount. There are other taxing bodies included. She would like to see 
how Mt. Vernon compares to other communities like O’Fallon and Marion as far as sales tax rates are 
concerned. Neibert noted that some neighboring communities have implemented utility taxes which the 
City of Mt. Vernon has not. Mayor Chesley wants to see where they are and make sure that what they 
are doing is good for the people of Mt. Vernon encouraging them to stay in Mt. Vernon. 
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The Home Rule Sales Tax does not include pharmaceuticals or titled vehicles. The City is hoping that the 
reopening of the interstate will have a positive effect on the totals. 
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City Manager Neibert reported The City has seen an increase in the State Income Tax over the past 
several years.  
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Neibert stated that the reopening of the interstate will hopefully increase the balance from below a half 
percent. The City will have no problem generating enough Capital under the funds to make the annual 
bond payments under the bonds that were issued for 2010. 
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Neibert concluded that the 2-Cent Diesel Fuel Tax has been the hardest hit due to interstate 
construction, causing the reduction over the last year. However, the City still has adequate revenues 
through the sources of funds to make bond payments.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Lash made a motion to adjourn the City Council Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by 
Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas: Lash, McEnaney and Chesley.  Absent: Piper and Wood 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 
 


