
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, December 7, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 
 

The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, December 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Rolland W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL.   
 
The invocation was given by Rev. Rachel Helgeson of the First Presbyterian Church.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor 
Mary Jane Chesley.  
 

 PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 
 

The Journals for the November 16, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting and November 23, 2015 Special City 
Council Meeting were presented to Council for their consideration.  Council Member Moore made a motion 
to approve the Journals as presented.  Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, 
Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
 

        APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 

The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval.  Council Member 
May requested an explanation on the special check written to IML Risk Management for $1,408,530.42 for 
2016 Annual Insurance Contribution.  Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel noted this represents the City’s 
insurance coverage for everything except healthcare.  The City makes one annual payment and, if paid early, 
receives a 1% discount on the premium.  Council Member McEnaney requested further information on the 
following:  #12 Jefferson County Treasurer - $10,623.32 – October community service supervisor ($327.00) 
October Animal Shelter less 50% fuel costs ($10,296.32).  These expenses are shared with Jefferson County.  
#19 Southern Illinois Door Company - $3,432.00 – Overhead door installed at Fleet Maintenance building.  This 
item was in the budget and installed at the Maintenance garage at 12th and Casey Streets.   
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the 
amount of $2,483,654.19.  Seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and 
Chesley.   
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BIDS & QUOTES 
 
No bids were submitted.   

 
CITY MANAGER 

 
Jim Leuty, CPA and Partner with Krehbiel and Associates, LLC presented the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Audit Report. 
The City has received an Unqualified Audit Report which is the best that can be achieved. Jim Luety thanked 
the City for the opportunity and help in completing the audit.   
 
City Engineer Brad Ruble presented the Capital Projects Report:  
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Assistant City Manager Nathan McKenna presented the City Programmatic Report: 
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CITY ATTORNEY 

 
City Attorney Bill Howard presented the First Reading of an Ordinance Authorizing Tax Levy. Finance Director 
Merle Hollmann went through the Proposed City Tax Levy spreadsheet with Council.   

First Reading 
 
 
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented the First Reading of an Ordinance Authorizing a Loan with US Bank in the 
amount of $608,000.00 for the new Fire Pumper Truck. The percentage rate on the loan is 1.768% for five 
years.  
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to suspend the rules to vote on an Ordinance. Seconded by Council 
Member May. Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley. Council Member Piper made a motion to 
approve Ordinance No. 2015-42 Authorizing a Loan with US Bank in the amount of $608,000.00 for the new 
Fire Pumper Truck. Seconded by Council Member Moore. Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
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City Attorney Howard presented the Inducement Resolution with Borowiak’s IGA Regarding Property located 
within the Downtown TIF District. 
 
Trevor Borowiak, owner of Borowiak’s IGA, stated that the last few years have been fairly good for them from 
a sales and profitability standpoint, but they do have some concerns with the high school moving to its new 
location and losing some traffic. They have decided to make a large investment in their store of a little over 
$1.2 million. They are putting in all new equipment, new flooring, lighting and relocating the pharmacy. There 
will be an Ace Hardware store inside the store. They also plan on building a small lawn and garden center out 
on the parking lot for mowers, paving blocks, mulch, etc. According to market analysis they are anticipating 
over a million dollars in extra sales and looking to hire an extra ten to fifteen employees.   
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Inducement Resolution with Borowiak’s IGA 
Regarding Property located within the Downtown TIF District. Seconded by Council Member Moore. Yeas: 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  Abstain: May for business reasons. 
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented the Inducement Resolution with Weedy Acres LLC Regarding Property located 
within the IPCA Westside TIF District. This is the anchor project for the grant application for the new Industrial 
Park.  
 
Allison Allgaier, owner of Phoenix Modular Elevators, stated they have been in the old shoe factory for just 
over six years. The business has been growing but is not efficiently laid out at their current location. The roof 
leaks, there are raccoons in the building and the building is not heated. As they have grown and their financial 
position has improved they have looked at options. The potential to build allows them to build exactly what 
they want as opposed to making something do. They are looking at about twenty-five thousand square feet all 
under one roof with room to expand instead of spread out as in their current building.  
 
Council Member May made a motion to approve the Inducement Resolution with Weedy Acres LLC 
Regarding Property located within IPCA Westside TIF District. Seconded by Council Member McEnaney. Yeas: 
May, McEnaney, Moore and Chesley. Abstain: Piper for business reasons. 
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented a Resolution Approving Design Agreement with Roundtable Design for Safe 
Routes to School sidewalk project. The total grant amount was $196,718.64. This is an 80/20 grant. The City is 
responsible for 20 percent of the construction costs and all of the engineering which will be about $68,943.00.  
With some additional storm work on Marteeny the total commitment is about $213,710.09. 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving Design Agreement with 
Roundtable Design for Safe Routes to School sidewalk project. Seconded by Council Member Piper. Yeas: 
May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
 
 
City Attorney Howard presented a Resolution Approving an Amendment to extend the contract with SSM 
Health. Jennifer Venable, Director of Hospital Financial Operations for SSM Health of Southern Illinois, provided 
a brief overview of the 340B program. The program is a section of the Public Health Services Act that requires 
drug manufacturers to enter into an agreement with the Department of Health and Human Services to provide 
certain drugs to cover entities at a reduced price based on eligibility. The City has been in contract with SSM 
Health for five years. 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving an Amendment to extend the 
contract with SSM Health. Seconded by Council Member Moore. Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and 
Chesley.  
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City Attorney Howard presented a Resolution Approving an Amendment to the Tax Increment Redevelopment 
Agreement with Menard, Inc. This will amend the number of full-time jobs from 60 to approximately 50 and 
part-time jobs from 90 to 80.  
 
Interim City Manager Bechtel stated that in all of the discussions with Menard, Inc. they had suggested that 
their job creation would be 60 full-time jobs and 90 part-time jobs. Upon review of the Agreement, Menard 
asked that it be amended to 50 full time jobs and 80-part time jobs because the higher numbers are too 
aggressive for a new store, and they have to perform what is in Exhibit A.  As an assurance to both parties 
Bechtel is asking Council to amend the agreement.  Menard’s incentive package was not based on job creation 
but strictly on their investments so this should have no bearing on the actual agreement for incentives for this 
project.  
 
Council Member May made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving an Amendment to the Tax 
Increment Redevelopment Agreement with Menard, Inc. Seconded by Council Member Piper. Yeas: May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
 

MAYOR 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley thanked those who helped with the Christmas Parade.  
 

           CITY COUNCIL 
 
No comments from Council. 
 

VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No comments from the audience. 

 
     EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley requested an Executive Session in order to discuss Personnel.  
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel.  Seconded by Council 
Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley. 
 

         ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Council 
Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.           
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Jerilee Hopkins 
 City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


