
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Monday, December 28, 2015 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Monday, December 28, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 
1100 Main Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
         CALL TO ORDER 

 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary 
Jane Chesley.  Also present were Interim City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann, and 
Assistant to the City Manager Nathan McKenna.    
 

  VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUEST/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No visitors spoke at the meeting.   
 

Second Quarter Budget Review 
(Six Month Budget Review) 

 
Merle Hollmann, Finance Director, presented the following spreadsheets:   
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Hollmann stated that the general corporate fund (comprised of mostly sales tax) reflects actual revenues at 
50.5% of budgeted and actual expenditures are at 49.0%.  The originally budgeted operating surplus/deficit is 
($406,378) and the actual operating surplus/deficit after the second quarter is ($44,219) which is lower than 
expected.  May inquired as to how much of the City’s revenues go through the State’s coffers. 
   
Again there was discussion regarding the large amount of overtime being worked by City employees and 
specifically the Fire Department and the need to develop a plan for reducing these costs.   

 
 
The public utilities fund reflects the actual revenues are at 50.4% and actual expenditures are at 50.4%.  The 
originally budgeted operating surplus/deficit is $38,393 and the actual operating surplus/deficit after the 
second quarter is $7,526. 
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The 1% sales tax reflects a -0.3% decrease over the previous year to date and a -0.3% decrease over current 
year to date budget.   
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The 1% home rule sales tax reflects a -0.9% decrease over the previous year to date and a -0.7% decrease 
over current year to date budget.   
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The state income tax reflects a 12.5% increase over the previous year to date and 14.2 over the current year to 
date budget.   
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The 1% food and beverage tax reflects a 2.8% increase over the previous year to date and a 4.3% increase over the 
current year to date budget.   
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The 2 cent diesel fuel tax reflects a 3.6% increase over the previous year to date and an 8.0% increase over the 
current year to date budget.    
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Discussion on North 27th Street Project 
 
Brad Ruble, City Engineer, appeared to discuss the North 27th Street project.   Bechtel received inquiries about 
installing sanitary sewer along North 27th Street which is not part of this project.  She proposed to not include all 
of North 27th Street from Old Union to Wilshire in this reconstruction project because in the future when/if sanitary 
sewer is installed, it will be located under the street/sidewalk due to the limited width of the roadway thereby 
causing damage to a new street.  Bechtel suggested dividing the project into phases and completing the portion 
from Richview Road to Old Union Road at this time for the sum of $1,724,558.00 plus engineering costs.   
 

 
Council Member Moore questioned spending $2 million on North 27th Street when 44th Street has the same issues 
and needs to be reconstructed for economic development, as well as stop lights on 42nd Street and Veterans.  
Bechtel cited that North 27th has a terrible pitch to it with deep ditches on the sides and heavily traveled with one 
thousand cars per day.  Council Member May stated that the City should wait to spend this amount of money until 
there is a workable, realistic, comprehensive plan on how to fund repairs to the City’s infrastructure.  Ruble noted 
that the City has paid $311,127.00 on engineering and design which is nearly complete.  Revenue bond funds used 
to pay for this project must be expended before October, 2017.  Council Member McEnaney stated this project has 
been planned for some years, engineering is nearly complete, it is a priority for Department Directors, it is a safety 
issue and also supports tourism for Cedarhurst and the Historical Village.  He agrees that the project should be 
phased in and divert that money to South 44th Street.  Council Member Piper agrees that North 27th Street is a 
priority, and a portion of the North 27th Street project funds should be diverted to the South 44th Street project.  
He agrees that a plan for future revenues and a review of the Comprehensive Plan for future revenues to needed.           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$   422,785.25 
 
$1,212,423.90 
 
$   308,834.00 
 
$   449,343.00 
 
$     86,220.00 
 
$2,827,145.65   
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Bechtel noted that replacing the water line on South 44th Street is estimated to cost approximately $200,000.00.   
Overlaying the road will cost approximately $300,000.00 so that a portion of the previous funds ear-marked for the 
entire North 27th Street may be used on 44th Street from Broadway and south.    
 
Council agreed to gather more information on the priority of City projects with further discussion to be held at the 
next City Council Workshop Meeting scheduled on Monday, January 25, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
No Executive Session. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member May. 
Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
         
 
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 

      City Clerk 


